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The Power of A Vision

CONTINUED from last week.

FORESIGHT, INSIGHT &
OVERSIGHT

True Godly vision consists of foresight,
insight and oversight that come from
His sight. Foresight is like looking at life
through a telescope. This outlook
allows us to know what is ahead as it
connects us to our future. Foresight is
the element of vision that helps life
make sense and gives us the
motivation that we described earlier.

Insight is like viewing life through a
microscope. This perception gives us an
understanding of why things happen in
life. It also helps determine the
underlying motivations of the heart.

Oversight puts life into context. It is
like flying over our house in a
helicopter. There is a perspective that
we can only receive from this vista that
helps us understand where we are with
respect to where everything else is. The
sons of Issachar are great examples of
this kind of vision. The book of I
Chronicles says that these men
understood the times and had
knowledge of what Israel should do
(12:32). People that are blessed with
this type of vision often have great
wisdom concerning the seasons of life.

His sight assures us that the vision we
have is from God. A vision from the
Lord creates a mission from heaven.
This is illustrated in the life of Moses
when he went up on the mountain,
received a vision of the tabernacle, and
was told to construct it according to the
pattern that he had received. (Exodus
24:16-28:43) Visions like this are just
“pipe dreams” without some sort of
administrative plan to complete them.
A lot of people have lofty ideas about
things they would like to accomplish for
God but they seem to have no sense of
how to see the dream fulfilled. There
are entire books dedicated to this
subject, therefore, I will just give an
overview of how to accomplish a vision.

PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION

The first part of accomplishing any
vision is to take it from the unseen
world and bring it into the natural
realm. This can be accomplished by
simply writing down the vision.
Articulating the vision on paper pulls
the dream that is in your spirit (that no

by Kris Vollotton
www.Jesusculture.com

one can see but you) into the visible
world so that others can capture it in
their own hearts. Tools that help to
visualize the mission such as
architectural drawings, models,
testimonies of others who have
accomplished similar dreams, or visits
to places that have a common purpose
are all helpful in capturing and defining
the vision for both yourself and others
who will come alongside and help.

Then the LORD answered me
and said, ‘Record the vision and
inscribe it on tablets, that the
one who reads it may run. For
the vision is yet for the
appointed time; it hastens
toward the goal and it will not
fail. Though it tarries, wait for it;
for it will certainly come, it will
not delay - Habakkuk 2:2-3

There is an old story about three
bricklayers that helps illustrate what it
looks like when people receive
motivation from taking ownership of a
vision:

There were three bricklayers working
beside each other on a wall. Someone
came up to the first one and said,
“What are you doing” "What's it look
like I am doing?” he replied
sarcastically, “I am laying bricks!” The
man asked the next guy on the wall
what he was doing. He said, “Can’t you
see what I am doing? I am building a
wall.” Then the last man was asked
what he was doing. He exclaimed, "1
am building a great cathedral for God!”

Who do you think will do the best
quality work and be the hardest
worker? Vision causes people to love
their work because they can see the big
picture. Someone once said, “If you
want to build a great ship, you can go
out and find some talented craftsman
or you can find a person who loves the
sea.” Imparting God’s vision to the
team around us is the single most
important factor in seeing the mission
accomplished.

The next step is to create a plan to
accomplish the mission. The Bible says:

Without consultation,
plans are frustrated, but
with many counselors
they succeed; the plans
of the heart belong to

FOR

THE VISION

IS VET FOR AN
APPOINTED TIME;
BUT AT THE END
IT WILL SPFAK,

AND IT WILL NOT LIE.
THOUGH IT TARRIES,

WAIT FOR IT.

BECAUSE IT WILL SURELY COME,
IT WILL NOT TARRY.

HABAKKUEK 2:3

man, but the answer of
the tongue is from the
LORD - Proverbs 15:22
& 16:1

From these two verses we see that
although the vision must be from God
Himself, men are to help develop the
plan that brings about the fulfillment of
the vision. Notice how Solomon
highlights the fact that developing
plans in a vacuum, (without the
expertise and insight of others who
have different gifts and perspectives
than we do), will ultimately end in
frustration.

It’s important for administrative people
to understand that they are there to
administrate the mission. The word
administrate means, “add-to-the-
mission,” not change the mission.
Visionaries often do not like to work
with administrators because by nature
administrators are refiners and
finishers. Sometimes administrators do
not understand that they are being
brought in to help visionaries determine
how something should be
accomplished, not what should be
accomplished. If the vision is so large
that it requires the help of Heaven
(which it often does when it really is
from God), it will be important that the
visionary impart the vision and the faith
to see it accomplished to the team.
First Timothy 1:4 says that the
administration of God is “by faith.”

TO BE CONTINUED
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IN THE PARISH

NIGHT AT
THE RACES

Saturday,
March 2,
2019

Doors Open
6 pm
First Race
7 pm

Admission $5.00
Must be 21 to participate
BYOB

Raffle Tickets and Admission Tickets
are available in the vestibule

[HORSES TOR SALE]

TO buy horses, see our representatives at
the Ticket table, fill out a horse form, or
contact the parish office (570-823-4988).

Extra chances to win prizes!!!

Get a free admission ticket for
every 15 horses sold!

$250 cash prize will be awarded to
the person who sells the most
horses.

VISA GIFT CARD

For every five (5) horses you sell,
your name will be entered into a
drawing to win a $100 Visa Gift
Card.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Black and White Personal or Business
Ads can be placed in our Booklet for
the following donations:

$100— full page (8.5” x 11")

$50 — half page (8.5” x 5.5")

$25 — quarter page (4.25" x 5.5")
$10 — one line listing

If you know someone who may wish
to place a sponsorship ad or donate
to the Night at the Races, contact the
Parish Office. Solicitation letters are
available.

FISH DINNER

Our Parish Social Justice Council will be
hold their annual ASH WEDNESDAY FISH
DINNER on Wednesday, March 6th (only
24 days away!)

The dinner includes breaded haddock,
baked potato, cole slaw or applesauce, roll
and butter, beverage and dessert.

The price for this feast is $10.00.
Tickets will be on sale beginning February
16th.

We suggest you get your tickets early as
they are limited in number and tend to sell
out quickly.

UPCOMING PROJECTS
Fr. Zolcinski Hall

For some time now, we have been having
difficulties with the furnace in Fr. Zolcinski
Hall. Years of sediment has built up in the
lines, causing the furnace to malfunction.

A new, more efficient system is needed.

We are planning to replace the antiquated
system in the hall with a new system which
will provide forced air heat and air
conditioning—similar to the systems in the
Rectory and the church building. The cost
for this new system is around $18,000.00.
While we have money in the Savings
account to cover this expense, any
donation toward the furnace project would
be an asset to the parish.

Church Roof

10 years ago, when we combined to form
St. Andre Bessette Parish, we were told by
safety inspectors that the church roof
needed to be replaced. Since the roof is
composed of asbestos shingles, the project
would be a health hazard and has been
cost prohibitive. As a result, the finance
council has discussed various alternatives
to the removal of the shingles. It has been
suggested that a metal roof could be placed
over the existing shingles. Because the
asbestos shingles would not be removed,
the health hazard would be mitigated. The
cost of a new metal roof is around
$50,000.00. Again, we have money in the
Savings to cover this cost, but any donation
toward the roof, would help to defray the
use of Savings.

We are not planning to run a Capital
Campaign to fund these projects. If you
would like to donate to both or either
project, simply put your name and Parish
offertory # on a white envelope and
indicate whether this donation is for the
ROOF or the FURNACE and drop it into the
collection basket. Thank You.

Helpful Information

Join the Parish

Anyone wishing to register for
membership in the parish is asked
to fill out a registration form and
drop it in the collection basket.

Request Prayers

Our INTERCESSORY PRAYER
MINISTRY provides prayer for
anyone in need throughout the
parish. Contact MARY ANN MAGDA
at 570-820-0525 or make your
intention known on our parish
website at
www.standrebessettewb.com

Remember your Parish

Your parish serves you faithfully
throughout your life. Please
remember your parish with a
memorial gift or a Bequest in your
will. Make a return to the Lord for
all the good He has done for you.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATIONS

Anointing of the Sick

The Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick may take place at any
time, but, sadly, too many families
wait until the last minute to call the
priest to anoint their loved ones. If
someone in your family is seriously
ill, preparing for surgery, or
suffering a prolonged illness, please
contact the parish office to arrange
a time for Fr. Ken to visit.

IN THE CASE OF AN
EMERGENCY—or if Fr. Ken is
unavailable to visit immediately, we
will contact the first available priest
to celebrate the Sacrament of
Anointing with your loved one.

Funeral Preparations

We collaborate with the local funeral
directors in arranging the times of
the funerals. Please be aware that
there is an additional fee for
funerals on Saturdays imposed by
most cemeteries in the area.

Baptismal Preparations
Parents of newly born infants may
call the parish office to arrange a
time for the Baptism of their child.
Baptisms are celebrated, for the
most part, on any Sunday, with the
exception of the season of Lent.

Wedding Preparations
Couples contemplating Marriage are
asked to contact the parish office at
least one year prior to the
contemplated date of marriage,
before making other plans.
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Ordinary Time: There’s Nothing Ordinary About It!

http://www.uncnewman.org

The feast of our Lord’s
baptism marks the
beginning of Ordinary
Time where we enter
into Sunday Gospel
passages that help us
understand the call to
Christian discipleship
through the lens of
Jesus’ public ministry.
"Ordinary Time" seems
apropos to share some
reflections on our own
baptismal identity as
Christians, beloved
daughters and sons of
God...

The Fire of
Pentecost is
not a

"controlled

burn"....
The
The event of Jesus’ spirit of God
baptism with water in
the Jordan revealed
who he already was:
the “beloved Son” with
whom God was “well
pleased.” John
prophesied that Jesus,
however, would baptize
us with the Holy Spirit.
The event of our
baptism with the Spirit
announces who we
become: beloved
children with whom
God is “well pleased.”
Our whole Christian life
is a journey of taking
ownership of the
identity God has given to us.

is like a

rushing wind,

A fire...
that cannot

be tamed...

We are plunged into the baptismal
waters and rise out of those waters
a new creation grafted onto Christ.
We spend our lives growing into
our identity as members of the
Body of Christ. We spend our lives
appreciating what it means to be
God'’s beloved and the kind of life
that relationship requires of us. We
spend our lives continuing Jesus’
saving mission. We spend our lives
being the risen Presence of Christ
for others. Being Christ-like is what

|

our baptismal identity is all about.

Being baptized by “the Holy Spirit
and fire” means that we share in
Jesus’ mission, including the total
gift of ourselves. Who we are
manifests God’s Presence in the
very dying to self we do each day
as we conform ourselves to God'’s
will. We learn our mission from
experiencing and encountering
Christ through others. Our Christian
journey is about realizing that we
ourselves are God’s Presence for
another. We must constantly

The fire of

empowering

to be more

we dream

we can be...!

redirect our own
expectations so that we
keep focused on the One
“mightier than I"” who
comes to others, now,
through us.

Learning a new skill
takes a long time. The
aging of a new wine

God is :
takes a long time.
cleansing, Getting to know another
insistent, person well as a beloved
: and trusted friend takes
beckoning, a long time. Taking

ownership of and being
faithful to our baptismal
identity as God’s beloved
takes a lifetime. While
God freely gives us this
gift of identity as
Christians through the
Holy Spirit, we must
accept it and make it our
own. This takes a
lifetime of faithful living.
Every choice we make
on our Christian journey
either deepens our
identity as God’s beloved
or weakens it. We either
respond to a person in
need, or walk away. We
either put in an honest
day’s work for an honest
day’s pay, or we steal
time and money. We
either take time for daily prayer, or
neglect conversation time with God.
We either strive to grow in
understanding our faith, or remain
content with inadequate formation.
Who we are is God’s beloved, that
is, the Body of Christ. Our
baptismal call is to become every
day more fully who we are.
Growing in our Christian identity is
our most important lifelong task.
Let’s take up this call and challenge
together as we begin a new year
and a new season of Ordinary
Time.

us

than
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Winter Ordinary Time

Weekend of
February
9-10

Fifth Sunday

4 pm Vigil Mass

5:30 pm Vigil Mass

8:00 am Mass

9:30 am FAITH FORMATION
11:00 am Mass

Weekend of

February 16-17

Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

4 pm Vigil Mass

5:30 pm Vigil Mass

8:00 am Mass

9:30 am NO FAITH FORMATION
11:00 am Mass

February 11

No Morning Mass
6 pm St. Andre Faith Sharers

February 18

!rr;n?(:dlnary Cemetery Envelope Cemetery Envelope
Race Admission & Raffle Tickets
Race Admission & Raffle Tickets Horse Race Returns
Horse Race Returns
2 pm Companions on the Journey
Monday, Monday, PRESIDENTS’ DAY

No Morning Mass
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday,
February 12

8 am Morning Mass

5:30 pm Choir

Tuesday,
February 19

8 am Morning Mass

5:30 pm Choir

Wednesday,
February 13

8 am Morning Mass
6:00 pm Parish Life Meeting

Wednesday,
February 20

8 am Morning Mass
6 pm Race Committee Meeting

Thursday,
February 14

St. Cyril & Methodius Day
8 am Mass
Noon Exposition

6 pm Vespers/Social Justice

Thursday,
February 21

8 am Mass
Noon Exposition

6 pm Vespers/Pastoral Council

Friday,
February 15

8 am Morning Mass

Friday,
February 22

8 am Morning Mass

Saturday,
February 16

3 pm Confessions

VIGIL: Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
(Septuagesima Sunday)

Saturday,
February 23

3 pm Confessions

VIGIL: Seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time
(Sexigesima Sunday)

PARISH COMMITTEES
Development Committee

Monday, February 4
Monday, March 4

6:30 pm

a9

"

L QENEIN

o™

should be met:

“a) the presentation of a
petition that has been
freely made out and
signed by the aspirant to
the Ordinary (the bishop

Monday, April 1
Monday, May 6
Monday, June 3

Race Night Committee

6:00 pm

Wednesday, February 20

Food for February

Coffee

Congratulations to
Michael Boris, who
this past Thursday (2/7)
was instituted into the
Ministry of Lector.

The lay ministries (they
are no longer called

"mi nor or gafrs”
Lector and Acolyte were
established by Pope Paul
VI in 1973 with the
apostolic letter “Ministeria
Quaedam.” They are to
be given to all candidates
for orders. These
ministries are also open
to male laity not aspiring
to sacred orders, but in
reality few dioceses have
made effective use of this
possibility.

In order to confer them,
the following conditions

and, in clerical institutes,
the major superior) who
has the right to accept
the petition;

“b) a suitable age and
special qualities to be
determined by the

conference of bishops;

“c) a firm will to give
faithful service to God
and the Christian people.

Unless they have already
done so, candidates for
ordination as deacons
and priests are to receive
the ministries of reader
and acolyte and are to
exercise them for a
suitable time, in order to
be better disposed for the
future service of the
Word and of the Altar.

FAITH SHARING

DISCIPLES of the SPIRIT
10:30 am

Saturday, March 16
Saturday, May 18
Saturday, Junel5

ST. ANDRE FAITH SHARERS
6:00 pm
Monday, February 11
Monday, March 6
Monday, May 6
Monday, June 3

COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY
2:00 pm
Sunday February 17
Sunday, March 17
Sunday, May 19
Sunday, Junel6

For More Information, please
contact Sr. Madonna at 570-
823-4988.

ADMINISTRATIVE
COUNCILS

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Thursday, February 7
Thursday, March 7
Thursday, April 4
Thursday, May 5
Thursday, June 6
1pm

CATECHETICAL COUNCIL
Wednesday, February 13
6:00 p.m.

FINANCE COUNCIL
Thursday, March 21
Thursday June 20
6:00 p.m

LITURGICAL COUNCIL
Thursday, February 7
Thursday, March 7
Thursday, April 4
Thursday, May 2
6:00 p.m.

PARISH LIFE COUNCIL
Thursday, January 24
Thursday, March 28
Thursday, May 30

6:00 pm

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Thursday, February 21
Thursday May 16
6:00 p.m.

SOCIAL JUSTICE COUNCIL
Thursday, February 14
Thursday, March 14
Thursday, April 11
Thursday, May 9
6:00 p.m.
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“Put Out Into the Deep:

The New Evangelization’s Challenge to the Church”

Di
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Recently I've
been part of
several dinner
conversations
on the state of
the Catholic
Church.

Does that
sound
familiar?

During one,
there was
comment on
the average
age of the few
participants at
a vigil Mass -
the estimate given was “at least mid-
60’s”. During another there was
discussion around the overwhelming
participation for registration for a parish
Sacramental program one week and the
return to half-empty seats the following
week.

Yet the Church is calling us to go
beyond the tiredness and the seeming
hopelessness to “put out into the deep”.

Pope John Paul II encouraged the
Church with these words of Jesus in
Novo Millennio Ineunte. After speaking
to the crowds from Simon’s boat, Jesus
invited Peter and his companions to
“put out into the deep” for a catch:
"“Duc in altum” (Lk 5:4). These first
disciples trusted Jesus’ words, and cast
the nets. "When they had done this,
they caught a great number of fish” (Lk
5:6).

It is this encouragement from Jesus
firstly, repeated by Pope John Paul II,
which comes to mind when I think of
the new evangelization.

The Church proclaims Christ, that is
“evangelises”, through preaching,
catechesis, liturgy, the sacramental life,
popular piety and the witness of a
Christian life (see Pope Paul VI's
Evangelii Nuntiandi 17, 21, 48ff).

Throughout his pontificate, Pope John
Paul IT encouraged the whole Church to
become missionary. In Redemptoris

Missio (1990) he stated “The moment
has come to commit all of the Church’s
energies to a new evangelization and to
the mission ad gentes. No believer in
Christ, no institution of the Church can
avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim
Christ to all peoples.”

In various ways evangelization is the
responsibility of all Christians, not just
the parish priest, pastoral associate or
members of particular parish
committees.

As members of the
Church take up the
missionary

mandate, John |
Paul II encouraged
us to share the EJ
enthusiasm of the
very first

Christians: “We

can count on the
power of the same

Spirit who was poured out at Pentecost
and who impels us still today to start
out anew, sustained by the hope “which
does not disappoint”. (Rom 5:5). (NMI,
n58)

Pope Benedict XVI
has continued the call
to a new
evangelization, with a
particular emphasis
on Europe whose
traditional Christian
roots are no longer
holding. Bishops from
across the world in
Rome in October
2012 for the Synod on the New
Evangelization, coinciding with the 50th
Anniversary of the opening of the
Second Vatican Council, to discuss what
this means for the Church today.

In the preparatory document for this
Synod the need for the new
evangelization is confirmed: “Ever since
the Second Vatican Council, the new
evangelization has increasingly
presented itself as an appropriate,
timely tool in addressing the challenges

of a rapidly-changing world, and the
way to respond to God’s generosity in
our being gathered together by the Holy
Spirit to experience God as the Father
of us all and to bear witness and
proclaim to all the Good News -the
Gospel- of Jesus Christ.”

In response to Jesus’ invitation to put
out into the deep, Simon Peter said
“Master, we worked hard all night long
and caught nothing, but if you say so, I
will pay out the nets.”

It could be easy for those in the Church
to echo only the first part of Simon
Peter’s words, lamenting the hard work
and little return. Why bother with a new
evangelization? But what of the second
part, where he states “But if you say so,
I will pay out the nets?” There is
another part of the story for the
Church, too!

The Lineamenta for the forthcoming
Synod on the New Evangelization
repeats the words of Pope Paul VI,
reemphasizing for the faithful the
primacy of evangelization: “It would be
useful if every Christian and every
evangelizer were to pray about the
following thought: through God'’s
mercy, people can gain salvation in
other ways besides our preaching the
Gospel to them; but as for us, can we
gain salvation, if through negligence,
fear, shame - what St. Paul called
‘shrinking from the Gospel’ - or as a
result of false ideas, we fail to preach
it?” (n2)

Duc in altum!
May we have
the courage of
Simon Peter and
the first
disciples to
listen to the
voice of Jesus
and the Church
calling us to
proclaim Christ, and throw out the nets
time and time again. For it is Jesus who
will draw the people back to himself and
has the state of the Church in hand.

[/

e


http://mediablog.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/pope.jpg

IN THE DIOCESE

10 February 2019 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Celebration

The Office of Parish Life, along with
Bishop Bambera, invites couples

will be celebrated at 2:30 pm in the

Pastoral Center.

2019

AGNUS DAY

by Pastor Jim Wetzstein

Wedding Anniversary

celebrating their silver (25th) or Golden
(50th) Wedding anniversaries in 2019
to a special Liturgy in the Cathedral on
June 30, 2019. The Anniversary Mass

Cathedral followed by a reception in the

Requests for an invitation, with mailing
address, should be made through the
parish office no later than April 2,

3A0AT OI 1 0- ¢
Mark your 2019 calendars now and plan on
attending the upcoming spiritual and
informative events of the Scranton Chapter of
the National Association of Pastoral
Musicians. Here is a listing of what’s in store:
1  Evening of Reflection on Lent —Tuesday,
March 12 at 6:00PM at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Swoyersville

ANNUAL APPEAL

Parish Goal: $32,000.00
Pledges/Gifts: $19,563.00
Still Needed: $12,437.00

145 Donors out of 532
parishioner contributed to the
Appeal this year (28% of the
parish).

1  Cathedral Art, Music & Architecture
Tour — Monday, May 13 at 6:00PM at
the Cathedral of St. Peter, Scranton

1  42nd Annual NPM Convention—July 16-
19 in Raleigh, NC

Thank You to all who have
donated.

If you have not yet made
your pledge you may do so by
contacting the Development
Office at 570-207-2250 or
sending your pledge directly
to

1  Resources for Selecting Liturgical
Music—Monday, September 16 at
6:00PM at St. John Neumann Parish (Holy
Name site), Scranton

1 Creating Effective Worship Aids—
Tuesday, November 12 at 6:00PM at Holy

Diocesan Annual Appeal
Development Office

AM.
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,ﬂ::@f Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of Scranton offers compassionate
"}gﬁ?} counseling in a safe, comfortable environment where your privacy is always
g respected.
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'l@f% « || also be made immediately by phone to the 24 hour Child Abuse Hotline (ChildLine) at 1-
‘:.'g‘\i',’:;&,l 800-932-0313 or electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis. It is also the policy of
;f,”gl?’) the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. To this end, the Diocese is

:‘J:;_ﬁj equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding

*1 CORINTHIANS 15:17-19

Name of Jesus, West Hazleton

300 Wyoming Ave.
Scranton, PA 18503

For more information about any of these
events, visit ScrantonNPM.com.

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES
COMPASSIONATE COUNSELING SERVICES

Anyone who struggles with anxiety, grief and loss, depression, life transitions
or a variety of emotional or psychological conditions is welcome.
CSS accepts Medicare and some other insurance plans.

CALL 570-207-2283
for more information
or to make an appointment

Notice Regarding the Sexual Abuse of A Minor

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a
minor to law enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, you are encouraged to
immediately report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a
minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual abuse, the matter
will be reported to law enforcement. In accordance with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Law, reports of suspected child abuse should

the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which
includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual
well-being. As such, information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor
should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at 570
-862-7551 or to Diocesan Officials, including the Vicar General, Msgr. Thomas M.
Muldowney, V.G. at 570-207-2269.
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STEWARDSHIP

FINANCIAL CONTENTMENT

.For years I've said that "financial
freedom" should be our goal. I
published a pamphlet called the "Keys
to Financial Freedom." I've written
articles on how to experience financial
freedom. In summary, I've taught that
the pinnacle of doing well financially,
giving cheerfully, managing debt, and
so on is financial freedom.

My thought process was this: If a
person is not a "slave to the lender" but
has the right view of money and
recognizes that God owns it all, then he
is free. He isn’t caught up in the
bondage of materialism. I don't believe
any of this teaching was wrong. But I
believe the Lord has been showing me
that contentment is the ultimate aim
and result.

Many people misunderstand the idea of
financial freedom. They see it

as meaning financial independence,
applying it to people who have built up
enough assets or income stream to
work when they want, vacation where
they want, and buy what they want. I've
observed, however, that a person can
be financially independent without being
content. Conversely, a person can be
content without being financially
independent.

Besides avoiding the potential confusion
between financial freedom and financial
independence, I prefer focusing on
contentment because that is the word
the Bible uses. Here are a few notable
examples:

But godliness with

contentment is great gain.

For we brought nothing into
the world, and we can take
nothing out of it.

But if we have food and
clothing, we will be content

with that.

(1 Timothy 6:6-8)

Keep your lives free from the
love of money and be
content with what you have,
because God has said,
"Never will | leave you;
never will | forsake you."
(Hebrews 13:5)

by Ron Blue
www.focusonthefamily.com

Is financial contentment really possible
in today’s society? A society where we
are constantly bombarded with limitless
options? A society where we are
constantly told we will never be happy
unless we have the latest innovation,
the newest technology, the biggest-
screen TV?

Contentment is the

greatest form of vealth.

~ fidaryo Nagarjina

Before we consider those questions,
let’s define the term. Contentment is
being satisfied with one’s circumstances,
not complaining, not craving something
else, and having a mind at peace. I was
teaching about contentment in a
training session of financial advisors.
One of the participants quoted to me
what he remembered from David
Jeremiah’s (pastor of Shadow Mountain
Community Church in San Diego,
California) definition of contentment. I
like what I heard. He said that it has
three aspects: looking back without
regret, looking at the present without
envy, and looking to the future without
fear.

I am convinced that this definition of
contentment has nothing to do with
money. A person may have a lot of
money or a little money and still miss
the whole point of contentment. We can
complain whether we have a little or a
lot. We can be covetous just as easily
with a lot of money as with a little. We
can have regret, envy, and fear.

Wise King Solomon writes, “Whoever
loves money never has money enough;
whoever loves wealth is never satisfied
with his income. This too is
meaningless” (Ecclesiastes 5:10).
Contentment has nothing to do with
money. It's a learned response. The
apostle Paul states this very clearly: “I
am not saying this because I am in
need, for I have learned to be content
whatever the circumstances. I know
what it is to be in need, and I know
what it is to have plenty. I have learned
the secret of being content in any and

every situation, whether well fed or
hungry, whether living in plenty or in
want” (Philippians 4:11-12).

The secret to which Paul alludes is the
result of learning to think correctly
about money and God. Contentment is
learning to see money as God sees it,
and nothing more. Money is a vehicle
for providing for our needs and those of
others, and funding can help advance
God’s Kingdom. Contentment also
results from learning to see God for who
He is. He is the bedrock of our
contentment.

I like what Major Ian Thomas, founder
and director of the Torchbearers
ministry, says: “All you need is what
you have; what you have is what He is;
you cannot have more; and you do not
need to have less.”1

Only when I realize that the Creator God
of the universe loves me and has my
best interests at heart can I be content.
Only when I realize He is sovereign and
providentially in control of my earthly
lot (my vocation and income) can I truly
be content. Only when I learn to trust
Him can I have contentment.

Contentment really is a spiritual issue;
it’s not an amount-of-money issue. God
is always there and never changes. He
is consistent and stable. You can trust
Him. But can you say the same about
money? Proverbs 23:4-5 speaks to this
when it says, “"Do not wear yourself out
to get rich; have the wisdom to show
restraint. Cast but a glance at riches,
and they are gone, for they will surely
sprout wings and fly off to the sky like
an eagle.” How content can I be in
something that flies away?

No financial principle can have a greater
impact on you or free you up more than
this truth: Money is not the key to
contentment! Contentment has
everything to do with your relationship
with God and nothing to do with your
money. Once you are free from the love
of money and the pursuit of it, you can
have a lot or a little and be content all
the same. At that point you have
learned the secret to contentment. It's
not just the families struggling to make
ends meet who wrestle with this. Many
families with high incomes struggle with
contentment as well.
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INCOME

EXPPENSES

February 2-3, 2019

January 31- February 6, 2019

PARISH COLLECTION

Administration

6,539.24

FINANCES

DIOCESAN ASSESSMENTS

(July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019)

Diocesan
A ment

A

School

ment

BALANCE

Prior
Balance

0.00

93,788.02

93,788.02

Current

COLLECTION

In Church | Mailed In Clergy Residence 33.53
Loose 306.25 -0- | Liturgy 568.91
Offering 4,193.00 838.00 [ Religious Education
Holy Days 12.00 -0- || Social Justice
Initial 35.00 2.00 [} Maintenance
Dues 1,065.50 290.00 Parish Assessment
Debt Reduction 16.00 10.00 [ Insurance
Holiday Flowers -0- -0- || Taxes
TOTALPARISH |$5,627.75| $1,140.00 || Transfer

Assessment

71,471.00

56,659.62

128,130.62

Amount
Paid

37,605.00

1,099.95

38,704.95

DIOCESAN COLLECTIONS

Diocesan Collections

BALAN

DUE

CE

33,866.00

149,347.69

183,213.69

Dloces§n 445.00 13.00 De.bt §erwce
Collection (Principal + Interest)
TOTAL School Subsidy
DIOCESAN 445.00 13.00
OTHER INCOME TOTAL EXPENSES $11,220.00
Candles 60.00
Rental of 333.33
Properties

PARISH DEBT SERVICE

The Monthly School Assessment Installment is
$4,724.40 (another weekend’s collection per month)

To pay off the total current and past Schools
Assessment, the monthly installment would be
$12,537.30 (3 weekend collections per month.)

The Monthly Assessment Installment for the Diocese
is $5,956.00. (that is a little over 1 Weekend'’s
collection per month)

Miscellaneous 174.00

+ Income this week

+8,743.08

Parish Loan

Amount Paid

BALANCE
Due

BALANCE

412,000.00

75,271.05

336,728.95

TOTAL INCOME $8,743.08

Mass Attendance

Transfers 600.00 B _Expenses this week -11,220.00
TOTAL OTHER $1,517.33
INCOME Balance Forward |$2,417.41

Votive Offerings

Your Gift to God

Please Note: The Parish Debt service has been paid to
date. This Account is current.

February 2-3, 2019

Bread and Wine

February 2-3, 2019

In-Church
Collection

People Average
Offering

per person

Intention

Julia Kobylski

Offered by

4:00 p.m. 2,412.25 19.15

796.00 15.31

5:30 p.m. 52

8:00 a.m. 76 1,314.00 17.29

11:00a.m. 80 1,105.50 13.82

Sanctuary Candle

Friend

Total 334 5,627.75 16.85

Intention

REMINDER: In order for our parish to
remain solvent, the average weekly
offering per person MUST equal or be
greater than $15.00 consistently.

Julia Kobylski

Offered by

Over $100.00 3 [$20 42
$100.00 5 |$16-19 7
$76-99 1 |$15 23
$75 1 $11-14 9
$51-74 2 [$10 74
$50 7 |$6-9 1
$26-49 2 3/$5 37
$25 under $5
Total
$21-24 0 |Envelopes| 276
used

Friend

Is your gift to the parish each week an

honest reflection of God’s goodness to

you?
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Calvin and Hobbes CHOMANZ®S MO

by Bill Waterson Cemetery Care

His services include steam cleaning of headstone, manicuring
the lawn around the stone, mulching, flowering and more! He
offers one time, seasonal and monthly packages. He also offers
military and veteran discounts.

Automobile Detailing

We love our cars and rely heavily on them. But giving them the
care they deserve is no easy task! Even dropping it at the
detailing shop can be an obstacle. That’s why we bring the
detailing shop to you! We supply the water, power, tools and
come right to your home or office! We'll have your vehicle
looking like new with no worry or hassle to you!.

Power Washing

Buildings lose their pristine look due to dirt, grime and motor
exhaust. These can build up and severely damage your property
and destroy its value. We'll restore your investment and help
prevent the mess for coming back as well as increase the curb
value of your property overnight. We build our service based on
your desire and your budget. We remove mold, graffiti, tar,
gum, oil and more. We clean buildings, houses, sidewalks,
balconies, porches, rain gutters, decks and patios, windows,
parking lots, garages and much more. Commercial and
Residential services available.

You can contact Chris at
(570) 262-3109,
or Book your appointment online at
ChomanCares.com
or by e-mail at ChomanCares@gmail.com.

ECO-FRIENDLY CARE FOR YOU

AND YOUR INVESTMENTS

J ES U S UPCOMING EVENTS AT
ST. MARIA GORETTI PARISH
Bus Trip to 42 Redwood Drive
SIGHT and SOUND THEATER .
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 Laﬂml PA

) 570-655-8956
Adults $129 Children (3-11) $91

12:15—2:15 Lunch (on own) at Kitchen Kettle Village PASTA and SAUSAGE DINNER
3:00 SHOW Sunday, March 10
Eat in—NOON—5 pm

6:00 pm Dinner
Good n’ Plenty Restaurant (included in price) Take out—NOON—4 pm

To make reservations call Mary at 570-823-4988 $ 12.00 per person

RESERVATIONS CLOSE March 31, 2019 Children under 12 eat free (Eat in only)
Or as soon as the bus is full!

Just Great Tours DESIGNER PURSE BINGO
PO Box 2365 Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703 .
570-829-5756 Saturday, April 6
Doors open at 11:00 am
All Seats have been taken! .
I f you would Iike to register to ble Blngofrom1—4pm
you may do so. $20 prepaid; $25 at the door

If there is a cancellation,

you will be called on a first come basis. Includes 20 games of Bingo

Food and Beverages will be available for purchase
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Fifth Week in Ordinary Time February 11-17, 2019
Day and Date Time Intention Offered by Events
Monday, February 11 NO Morning Mass Scheduled World Day of Prayer for the Sick
Our Lady of Lourdes
Tuesday, February 12 Cecilia and Carl 5:30 pm Choir
Weekday ! 8 am Knappman Daughters
Wednesday, February 13 -
Weekday ’ 8 am Chester Wysocki Anna Hudock 6 pm Parish Life Council
Thursday, February 14 VALENTINE DAY
Sts. Cyril and Methodius 8 am John P Jones Rob & Jackie Barkus Noon: Exposition
6 pm Vespers/Social Justice
Friday, February 15 8 am Laurie Merritt Sam & Joyce Maczouca
Weekday
Saturday, February 16 :
Weekday ! NO Morning Mass Scheduled 3:00 pm Confessions
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
VIGIL 4 pm Jacqueline Wardle Jacki Rydzefski 9:30 am NO Faith Formation
COLLECTION for the CHURCH in E.
VIGIL 5:30 pm Special Intentions John III, Lori and Sons | EUROPE
Demi Pulos & Ann . .| RACE NIGHT
SUNDAY 8 am Prokopchak Camille & Frank Glazenski | Aqmission and Raffle tickets for sale
SUNDAY o ASH WEDNESDAY Fish Dinner Tickets
11 am Parishioners Pastor for sale

Join Us for Eucharistic Adoration
every Thursday from Noon to 6 pm.

The Day concludes with

Vespers and Benediction at 6 pm.

ko

=

LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE

February 16-17, 2019

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 pm 5:30 pm 8:00 am 11:00 am
Servers Ted Harowicz Manuel Baez John Benz PaAtr:irfeBlzsistliiSh
Lector John Bednarz Pat Baran Anna Hudock Jackie Barkus
EMOC Diane Gregor Mimi Tosh John Benz Robert SDrljlnsmuir
Cantor Carol Zukoski Joan Cavanaugh Brian Clarke Sr. Madonna
Hospitality g\/lni;ysarl]rr;/ Maré:{; ;r;enresa Dolores Yesuvida Dz‘;\r/\iig él)uzsi:skki
Jean Koval




