
Saint William Church 

HOLY WEEK 2018 
 
The church begins one of its most holy and sacred times of the Liturgical Year. With the blessing of palms and the reading of the Pas-
sion, we enter a week of prayer and devotion as we journey with Jesus through the significant moments leading to his Death and Res-
urrection.  

On Holy Thursday, the priests of the Archdiocese gather together at the Cathedral to celebrate the Chrism Mass.  At this Mass, we 
renew our priestly promises and receive the new Holy Oils for sacramental use in our parish. In the evening, we celebrate the Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper where we commemorate the institution of the Sacrament of Holy Orders and the Holy Eucharist.  This Mass will be 
multi-lingual representing all of our worshiping communities. 

On Good Friday, we commemorate the Passion of Our Lord. 

The Easter Vigil will be celebrated by all the parish communities as we welcome our  newest members who will receive the Sacra-
ments of Christian initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, Penance and Holy Communion).  Please join us for these celebrations! 

 

The Priests and Staff of Saint William Parish  
wish all the parishioners and your families 

a blessed Holy Week and good wishes for a Happy Easter Season. 



Saint William Catholic Church 
6200 Rising Sun Avenue  -  Philadelphia, PA  19111 

(Tel.) 215-745-1389     (Fax) 215-745-8432 
www.churchofstwilliam.com    office@churchofstwilliam.com         @stwilliamphila        stwilliamphila 

Rectory Office Hours: 8:45 AM to 11:45 AM and 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM 
Convent Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary  (Tel.) 215-745-3513 
Parochial Religious Education Program (PREP)   (Tel.) 267-831-8046 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Alfonso J. Concha (Fr. Al), Pastor 
Rev. Msgr. James E. Mortimer, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Tariq Isaac, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Augusto Concha (Fr. Gus) Retired, Resident 
Rev. Alfred Lauricien, O.M.I., Resident 
Deacon  William Moser 
Deacon Felipe Cruz 
Deacon Angel Alicea, Retired 
CONVENT 
Sr. Rose Patrice, Superior & Hispanic Ministry 
Sr. Bernadette Taraschi, Dir. Religious Education PREP 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS 
 
BAPTISM (Lower Church) 
Spanish:   3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00PM 
English:    2nd or 4th Sunday of the month at 1:00PM 

Pre-Baptismal Instructions:  
Spanish:   2nd Wednesday 7:00PM Rectory basement 
English:    1st Sunday at 1:00PM (Church) 

For information or scheduling a Baptism, please email Deacon 
Bill Moser (English) or Sister Rose (Spanish) at the following: 
deaconmoser@churchofstwilliam.com 
s.rose@churchofstwilliam.com 
 
CONFIRMATION      
Bishops are Ordinary ministers of Confirmation. On special oc-
casions priests can do the same.  
 
RECONCILIATION IN CHURCH 
Saturday:                 4:00—4:45PM 
Eve of Holy Days:            4:00—4:45PM   
Eve of First Fridays:         After 12:00 Noon Mass only 
For personal request, contact the Rectory. 
 
MATRIMONY 
Weddings are scheduled on Saturdays at 11:00AM, 1:00PM, or 
3:00PM in the Upper Church; 2:00PM in the Lower Church. 

Couples intending marriage must contact our parish priest at 
least six months prior to the intended date of marriage.           
To reserve a wedding please contact :  
pastor@churchofstwilliam.com.   
For required marriage preparation contact the rectory or        
PhillyCatholicMarriagePrep.com 

For wedding music contact Ken Houser,  Church Organist at  
music@churchofstwilliam.com. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Sacrament of healing and God’s blessings for those who are 
sick or in serious condition. Parishioners in serious illness, 
please contact our parish priests.  Anyone unable to attend 
Mass due to illness may call the Rectory to make arrangements 
to receive Communion in their home. 

Holy Week 
 
Holy Thursday (March 29) 
10:00AM      Chrism Mass—Cathedral Basilica 
7:00PM          Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
                      Upper Church (Multi-lingual) - Procession    
                      to Lower Church for Eucharistic Adoration 
11:00PM       Concludes with the Night Prayer 
 
Good Friday (March 30) 
9:00AM        Morning Prayer—Lower Church 
Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 
12:00PM       Upper Church (English) 
2:00PM         Upper Church (Creole) 
3:00PM         Lower Church (Urdu) 
7:00PM         Upper Church (Spanish) 
 
Stations of the Cross 
7:00PM         Lower Church (English) 
 
Holy Saturday (March 31) 
9:00AM         Morning Prayer—Lower Church 
9:30AM         Blessing of Food (Multi-lingual) 
7:00PM          Easter Vigil—Upper Church (Multi-lingual) 
 
Easter Sunday Masses (April 1) 
7:30AM          Lower Church (English) 
9:00AM          Lower Church (English) 
10:30AM        Upper Church (Spanish) 
12:00PM         Upper Church (English) 
1:00PM           Lower Church (Urdu) 
5:30PM           Upper Church (Haitian) 
8:00PM           Upper Church (English) 

REGULAR   MASS   SCHEDULE 
Sunday 

Vigil 5:00PM (Saturday) 
7:30AM, 9:00AM,  

12:00PM, 8:00PM (Upper Church) 
    10:30AM  -  Spanish 
     4:00PM   -   Pakistani 
    5:30PM   -   Haitian (Upper Church) 

 
 Monday through Friday             Saturday 
                6:30 AM                        8:00AM 
               12:00 Noon 



Palm Sunday of The Passion of the Lord 
March 25, 2018 

 
FOCUS:   The Father responds to Jesus’ willing self-sacrifice 
by raising him to glory. 

As we begin to recall and commemorate the events of that first 
Holy Week, when Jesus willingly laid aside his glory and em-
braced the cross for our salvation, may we be filled with grati-
tude and awe at one who loves us so much. 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD:   Isaiah foretells that God’s 
servant will suffer as a consequence of being a true and faithful 
disciple.  Saint Paul reminds us that Jesus set aside his glory 
and power by becoming one with us in the flesh, but through 
his humility and suffering, he has become Lord of all.  The 
Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ passion and death. 

Blessing of the Food on Holy Saturday at 9:30AM 
In many European countries, it is a tradition to have a 
basket of food blessed on Holy Saturday. Food items 
have special significance.  Basket is lined with cloth and 
can be filled with items you will eat at Easter dinner, such 
as, ham, bread, eggs, wine, salt, cakes, candy, along with 
a candle. 
• Ham—meats are 

symbolic of great 
joy and abundance 
in celebration of 
Christ’s Resurrec-
tion. 

• Bread—the staff of 
life given by God. 

• Eggs—indicate 
hope, new life and 
Christ rising from 
His tomb. 

• Wine—the drink of the Passover meal and Last Sup-
per. 

• Salt—symbolizes wisdom and preservation from cor-
ruption and reminds us that Jesus did not undergo 
corruption in the grave. 

• Sweets—reminds us of the sweetness of the Lord. 
• Candle—symbolizes Jesus, the Light of the World. 
Bring your basket of food to the Church on Holy Saturday 
at 9:30AM to be blessed. 

RCIA—Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Interested in being baptized Catholic?   
Would like to receive the Sacraments of Confir-
mation and Eucharist?  NOW IS THE TIME!    
For more information, please contact Sister 
Bernadette at 267-831-8046 or email her at 
sbernadette@churchofstwilliam.com 

PREP 
Please Note:  There will be no PREP classes 
on Tuesday, March 27 or April 3.   Classes will 
resume on Tuesday, April 10. 

From Defiance to Reliance:  Navigating Your 
Spiritual Life Amidst the Chaos of Addic-
tions 
Join us for a 24-hour spiritual healing retreat 
sponsored by Malvern Retreat House and 
Gethsemani Way the weekend of June 22-23.  
This retreat is for men and women seeking help 
for themselves, loved ones, spouse or family.  It 
is an ecumenical retreat.  Register by calling 
610-644-0400 or online at malvernretreat.com.  
For more info, please contact Mark Christmyer 
at mchristmyer@parish.stnorbert.org. 

Let it Snow!     
Well—maybe not.   
Since we are getting 
a lot of snow, espe-
cially this year, the 
parish would like to 
purchase a snow 
blower.  If anyone 
would like to contribute toward this purchase, 
we would be most grateful. 

Holy Name Society 
On Saturday, April 14, the Philadelphia Parish Holy Name 
Society will visit St. William Church for the 8:00AM Mass.  
Following Mass we will pray the rosary and venerate the 
relic of Blessed John Vercelli, founder and promoter of 
the Holy Name Society.   

Good Friday Collection 
Pope Francis has asked our parish to support 
the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which 
helps Christians in the Holy Land.  
Your support helps the church minister in par-
ishes, provide Catholic schools and offer reli-
gious education.  The Pontifical Good Friday 
Collection also helps to preserve the sacred 
shrines. 
The wars, unrest and instability have been es-
pecially hard on Christians.  In these times of 
crisis, the Pontifical Good Friday Collection pro-
vides humanitarian aid to refugees. 
When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Fri-
day Collection, you become an instrument of 
peace and join with Catholics around the world 
in solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land. 
Thank you for being as generous as possible. 
For more information about Christians in the 
Holy Land, visit www.myfranciscan.org/good-
friday. 



Masses for the week of March 25, 2018 
Sunday, March 25 
5:00 PM (Vigil)  Eugene J. Burgoon (anniversary) 
7:30 AM            Christ Adia (living—birthday) 
9:00 AM Mary Jane Redmond  
10:30 AM    Jose Rojas (5th anniversary) 
12:00 PM Ann B. Walsh 
8:00 PM Sisters of St. William Parish 
 
Monday, March 26 
6:30 AM Special Intention for Babies 
12:00 PM St. William Parishioners 
 
Tuesday, March 27 
6:30 AM Vocations for Priesthood & Religious  
12:00 PM Special Intention for Children & Families 
  
Wednesday, March 28 
6:30 AM  John Allen            
12:00 PM Priests & Deacons of St. William Church 

Please keep the sick of our parish in your prayers. 
Gertrude Boyes   Livia Genobel   
Loretta LaBarge  Catherine Winsey 
Carmella Dick   Sally Masorli   
Linda Richardson  Jeremiah Butler  
Bob Edmonds   Peter Feledick 
John Dick   James Trainor   
River Fisher Ritter (10 months) 
 
Please pray for the souls of the faithful departed,  
especially those in our parish. 

Saint William Seniors 
There will be a meeting on Wednesday, April 11 at Wes-
ley (Oxford Ave) - 11:00AM Board meeting; 12:00PM 
General meeting. 
Upcoming Trips: 
• May 10—Pines Dinner Theater in Allentown—Lunch 

and Comedy Show 
• September 9-13—Wildwood, NJ 
• November 8—American Music Theater Christmas 

Show and Lunch at Shady Maple 
New members are always welcome and you do not have 
to be a member of the parish to join.  For more infor-
mation about the Seniors, please contact Betty Harding at 
215-745-7199. 

Medical Mission Sisters Thrift Shop 
Serving the local community for over 30 years, the Thrift 
Shop located at 8400 Pine Road, features quality new 
and gently used merchandise.  Proceeds from sales sup-
port the work of the Medical Mission Sisters.  For more 
info, visit www.mmsthriftshop.org or call 215-745-7930. 

Our parish recently received notification 
of the performance of our high school 
students on the First Semester Report.  
We are particularly proud of those who 
demonstrated academic excellence. 
 
Archbishop Ryan High School 
Diane Nguyen is ranked #1 in her class.  
She also achieved First Honors. 
 
Second Honors:  Sean Dembeck, Allyson Dembeck,  
Sebastian Mesa 

High 
School 
News 

Aid for Friends Fundraiser 
Aid for Friends continues to serve the community with 
home cooked meals for the homebound.  They are having 
a Designer Bag Bingo to support their outreach ministry. 
DATE:      April 8, 2018          TIME:   1:00-4:00PM 
PLACE:    St. Dominic Church—Marian Hall 
                 8532 Frankford Ave. 19136 
COST:      $30 (advance);  $35 (at door)  
                 Incl. 12 games, snacks, beer, wine, soda 
TKTS:       215-464-2224 

Little Sisters of the Poor Spring Concert Fundraiser 
Featuring Irish Groups Scythian and McLean Avenue 
Band.   
DATE:      April 7, 2018         TIME:   6:00PM 
PLACE:    Villanova University’s Jake Nevin Field House 
                 800 Lancaster Ave., Villanova 
COST:      $50/person; $20/students;  
                 $10 ages 12 & under) Incl. food and beverages 
TKTS:       215-729-5153 

Matrimony: Rediscovering Its Truth 
You are invited for a day of prayer and reflection at the 
Cathedral Basilica of SS Peter and Paul. 
DATE:           Saturday, April 21  
TIME:           10:00AM—6:15PM 
AGENDA:     Speakers:   
         His Eminence Raymond Leo Cardinal 
Burke,          (Member & Prefect Emeritus, Supreme  
                      Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura) 
           Reverend Gerald Murray, Pastor, Church of 
         the Holy Family, New York & Commentator     
         on EWTN 
         Reverend Gerald Dennis Gill, Dir. Office for 
         Divine Worship Rector & Pastor, Cathedral       
                     Basilica SS Peter & Paul.    
COST:          $50 
REGISTER:  215-247-2585 
                     saintjohnneumannchapter.org 

Scrip Program to Help Catholic Education 
To help with your tuition costs, please consider purchas-
ing Scrip gift cards at Presentation BVM.  We have gift 
cards for all stores—grocery, clothing, shoes, books, toys, 
appliance, etc.   You use these as cash and you earn 
money for your tuition.   For a list of stores and more info, 
call 215-725-4248 or visit www.presentationbvm.org/scrip. 

High Schools 
For information on Open Houses, Placement Tests, 
Scholarship Exams, Spring Concerts, visit your favorite 
high school website. 
Archbishop Ryan HS:    www.archbishopryan.com 
Bishop McDevitt HS: www.mcdevitths.org 
St. Hubert HS:  www.huberts.org 
Father Judge HS: www.fatherjudge.com 
Little Flower HS: www.littleflowerhighschool.org 



CONFESIONES:  Todos los Domingo: 10:00-10:20AM.  
 

BAUTISMO: Coordina con Diácono Felipe o Hna. Rosa 
     2° Miércoles del mes a las 7:00 PM:     Charla 
     3° Domingo del mes a la 1:00 PM:        Bautismo 
 

Visitas y Comunión a los ENFERMOS y ANCIANOS:  
     Consulta con Padre Al.    Asistente:  Ida Jiménez 
 

CÍRCULO de ORACIÓN:  
     Los viernes a las 7:00 PM en el sótano de la Rectoría 
 

ROSARIO:   Están invitados a rezar  el Rosario cada domingo  
       a las 10:00, antes de la Misa. 

    PREP y Youth Group:   
 No hay clases el 27 de marzo ni el 3 de abril 
   
 

     SACRAMENTOS PARA ADULTOS:      Charlas los   
 domingos: 9:00-10:15 AM :  sótano de  la Rectoría 

INMIGRACIÓN: 
Llame a sus legisladores sobre la inmigracion: 

     Senator Robert Casey:       202-224-6324 
     Senator Patrick Toomey:    202-224-4254 
     Representative Brendan Boyle:      202-225-1904 
 

Consultas sobre la INMIGRACIÓN: 
HIAS                   2100 Arch St.  3rd floor        215-832-0900 
Servicios Sociales Católicos:  222 N. 17th  St.   215-854-7019  
ACANA  215-729-8225  
Welcome Center 215-634-1696 

En la Arquidiócesis: 
 

 

Un día para la familia en el seminario San Carlos Borromeo 
22 de abril     11:30—5:30             Info:  215-667-2820 

 

Conferencia de Mujeres Católicas:  Sanctuario de Czestochowa 
  Sábado, 27 de octubre      Info:  catholicwomensconference.org 

 

Movimiento Juan XXIII  :   Info: Carlos Zuluaga  954-309-1771 
     Retiro para Hombres:  Abril 6 – 8 
     Retiro para Mujeres:  Junio 8 – 10 

COMPARTIR EXPERIENCIAS MULTICULTURALES 
Celebraremos la cultura de Colombia: 

Creencias ~  música típica ~ comida ~ estructura social ~ y más 
Domingo,  22 de abril,    2:00PM – 4:00PM en el Hall 

RECORDATORIO para Asistencia de Matrícula 
     Con el fin de ser considerados para la asistencia de matrícula, 
las familias que tienen hijos en la escuelas St. Cecilia o Presenta-
tion BVM deben ser miembros de la parroquia St. William. 
Deben asistir a misa dominical, participar en actividades parro-
quiales y apoyar financieramente a la parroquia. Las cartas y las 
solicitudes se enviaron por correo a las familias y todas las solici-
tudes de asistencia para la matrícula deben enviarse a la rectoría 
a más tardar el 1 de mayo de 2018.   Una revisión de sus solici-
tudes y contribuciones se completará en mayo. La asistencia de 
matrícula es solo para estudiantes en los grados 1 a 8. Por favor 
llame a la oficina de la rectoría si tiene alguna pregunta. 

 
 
 
 

Domingo de Ramos:  25 de marzo 
Procesión / Misa en Español:   10:30  AM 

 
Jueves Santo:  29 de marzo 
Misa multilingüe:  7:00 PM  

 
Viernes Santo:  30 de marzo 

Pasión y Veneración Solemne de la Cruz  
en español : 7:00 PM 

 
Sábado Santo / Vigilia:  31 de abril 

Misa multilingüe: 7:00 PM 
 

Domingo de Pascua:  1 de abril 
Misa en Español:  10:30 AM     
 

 

MARZO 25, 2018 - DOMINGO DE RAMOS  
"BENDITO EL QUE VIENE EN EL  

NOMBRE DEL SEÑOR"! 
Con la procesión de Ramos y la lectura de la Pasion de nues-
tro  Señor  comienza la Semana Santa. Exige de nosotros una 
actitud de fe, humildad, amor y gratitud. Todos los misterios de 
nuestra fe,  la riqueza de los sacramentos brota de la Pasión del 
Señor. Dios nos ama. Cristo nos ama y se entrega por nosotros 
para la salvación de todos. 
San Marcos describe la entrada triunfal de Jesús en Jerusalén. 
Es una entrada humilde sobre un burrito en medio de la alegría 
de los niños, jóvenes y adultos. Luego se proclamará la Pasión 
de Cristo. Es el plan de amor de Dios hacia cada uno de no-
sotros. Jesús sufrió la Pasión por amor a nosotros y para traer-
nos la salvación a todos!  
"Bendito el que viene en el Nombre del Señor", le aclama la 
gente. Y nosotros también le aclamamos al Señor como nuestro 
Mesías y Salvador. Viene en sus palabras,  en los signos sacra-
mentales y en la presencia de los pobres. Jesús viene a salvarnos 
y a mostrarnos su inmensa misericordia. Que Cristo, Rey hu-
milde y sufriente llene nuestros corazones de fe y de gratitud, de 
perdón y de redención. Que tu venida, Señor, sea para nosotros 
fuente de salvación. Vivamos dignamente la Semana Santa a fin 
de recibir abundantes bendiciones del Señor.  
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