Eucharist Schedule
Saturday: 4:30PMm
Sunday: 8:30, 10:30AM
Weekdays: 8:00AM (7:30AM - 7:55AM Rosary and Prayers)

(9:10am Some Wednesdays during the school year.)

Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:30pm & 7:30AM on the days of an
8:00am Mass, in the Church, or anytime by appointment.
Please call the Parish Office.

Parish Registration: New Parishioners Welcome is normally
the second Sunday of each month at 9:45Am. Please call
the Parish Office to let us know you are coming.

Baptism: Baptism Information and dates are available on our
website or by calling the Parish Office.

Marriage: Preparation and instruction must begin at least six
months in advance of a suggested date. A specific date will
be set with the priest when marriage readiness is indicated.

Visiting the Sick: Ministry to those who are homebound,
sick, in hospitals or nursing homes is available. Please call
the Parish Office if you know someone who wishes to be
visited, anointed, and/or receive Communion.

Prayer Network: Parish Teams pray on behalf of the entire
parish for needs brought to them. One call begins the
chain of prayers. Only a first name and the prayer need are
given to preserve confidentiality. Call 651-484-1048
between the hours of 9:00AM and 9:00PM.

Parish Office .........cccocconvnininineiniis (651) 484-2708
FaX coovieiee e (651) 484-0567
Hours: Monday thru Thursday: 8:30AM-4:30PM
Friday: 8:30AM - 12 NOON - CLOSED SUMMER FRIDAYS

Direct Dial & Email
Pastor: Rev. Tom Balluff
651-288-3265 .......ccovererrirnes pastor@stjohnsofic.org

Pastoral Minister: Eric Cooley
651-288-3268 .........ccveerrnene ecooley@stjohnsofic.org

Director of Liturgy & Music: Ryan Chimzar ....................
651-288-3269 .......cccovvrrnee rchimzar@stjohnsoflc.org
Contemporary Choir Directors: Bob & Jackie Harvey

Director of Faith Formation: Joe Block

651-288-3272......cccviiiiii, jblock@stjohnsoflc.org
Business Administrator: Don Kellett

651-288-3267 .....covvvrrieenes dkellett@stjohnsofic.org

Administrative Assistant: Renee Anderson

651-288-3271 ....ovvrneen. randerson@stjohnsoflc.org

Bookkeeper: Karla Schultz

651-288-3270 .....coovverrrenen. kschultz@stjohnsofic.org

Parish Trustees:
Paul Dinndorf: 651-697-1747
Craig Johnson: 651-653-8511

SChOOL........coc e (651) 484-3038
FaX 1ottt (651) 481-1355
Hours: 8:00AM - 4:00PM

Principal: Dan Hurley

651 288-3220.......ccccrerrerrirerireiis dhurley@sjolc.org
Preschool ..., (651) 484-3038
Hours: 9:00AM - 3:00PM AND HALF DAYS AS SPACE ALLOWS
Eagle Club Childcare.........c..ccccocrrurrrnennee. (651) 484-3038

Hours: 6:30AM - 6:00PM
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"I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than | is coming.

I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” - Lk 3: 16bc

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 2001, 1988, 1970 CCD.

Church of Saint John the
Evangelist of Little Canada

380 LITTLE CANADA ROAD ¢ LITTLE CANADA, MN 55117-1699 ¢ wWwW.STJOHNSOFLC.ORG ¢ 651-484-2708
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OUR PASTORAL MINISTER

Quite the Revelation

Merry Christmas!! This Sunday is the last day of the Christmas
season, a day in which we celebrate a unique moment
recounted in the Scriptures. In this feast of the Baptism of the
Lord, we encounter Jesus being baptized by John the Baptist
(Luke 3:15-16, 21-22). This is quite the scene! Let's take a
moment to put ourselves into the story:

In your mind’s eye, imagine the banks filled with expectant
people who wonder if John the Baptist is the long-awaited
Messiah. The Jews are a people governed by the Romans—
they live with daily threats from their rulers. There are
increasing numbers of people who rebel against the Romans,
some violently. There have been many charismatic persons
who claim to be prophets, or even Christ himself. Itis a time of
confusion and political unrest. This is the environment in which
John the Baptist appears calling for repentance. He is a strange
fellow, even by the standards of the religious groups of his day.
He eats locusts and honey and lives in the desert. Now, he is
seen daily preaching and baptizing in the wilderness at the
Jordon. And this is no arbitrary place along the Jordon either—
this is the same location where the Israelites crossed into the
Promised Land after their journey out of Egypt. None of this
would have been lost on the people of his day, and it only
makes sense that they would be wondering if He is the Christ.
John answers the murmuring in the crowd saying, “l am
baptizing you with water, but one mightier than | is coming.”

Unbeknownst to the throngs of people, Jesus is already in their
midst and just like them, has been baptized by John. During his
time of prayer afterwards, we get a rare glimpse of all three
Persons of the Trinity present distinctly and explicitly in the
Scriptures: “the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my
beloved Son; with you | am well pleased." Prior to this moment,
there is no amount of human knowledge, studying or intuition
that could have figured out that God was triune, or that this
unremarkable-looking man named Jesus was also God’s
‘beloved Son” and thus Divine Himself. What would you have
said if you were standing next to Him at the moment of
revelation? What questions would you have for Him? Would
you have disbelieved your eyes and ears? Or would you have
accepted the gift of Divine faith—a grace we cannot earn but
can only be offered through the generosity of God? These are
the same questions posed to us today. Jesus is the Word of
God, and He is present among us. Do we recognize Him? Do
we ask for the gift of faith so as to be made aware of His
presence? What do we want to ask Him? God truly desires to
reveal Himself to us and to draw you and | to Himself both now
and for all eternity. Now that is quite the revelation!

Peace, Eric

SCHOOL NEWS

Happy New Year, Parishioners!

The start of 2019 puts us fully in the swing of enroliment and
recruitment season! Did you know that Saint John’s is the most
affordable Catholic school in the area? There’s truly no better
deal to give you such catered academic attention with a strong
Catholic identity. Add to that our new technological
advancements (1-to-1 Chromebooks in middle school, state-of-
the-art interactive boards, 3-D printing) and C-STEM curriculum,
and Saint John'’s rises to the top.

We'll be rolling out our enroliment initiatives within the next
month as well; parents will be receiving an email from TADS
once enrollment is open. And we're bringing back our Referral?
Thank You! Program, which offers discounts off tuition to
both a referring family and the referred family when they enroll.

Here’s how it works:
*  The program is open to all families with students
currently enrolled at Saint John School of Little Canada.
«  The “referring” family will receive $500 off for each new
student who applies to Saint John School of Little Canada,
up to a zero balance on your family’s tuition.
*  The “referring” family must be identified by the new
family when the application is submitted (specifically in the
“How did you hear about us?” section).
«  The new family referred by an enrolled family also
receives a $500 tuition credit for each new student.

And ...
« Any school family also can receive a $20 tuition credit
for each prospective family name, address and phone
number shared with the school principal. These families
would be contacted by the school principal to attend open
houses and/or provided other marketing information about
Saint John School of Little Canada.
+  Please contact the school if you'd like more
information.

I'd like to humbly ask each and every one of you to share this
exciting information with your neighbors, families and friends! As
parents start to make those critical “next step” decisions for their
toddlers and preschoolers, mention that Saint John’s has year-
round accredited preschool that has a four-star rating with
Parent Aware

Mark Your Calendars!

January 27: Catholic Schools Week Kickoff, 10:30 a.m. Mass,
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Open House with Science and Book fairs,
and pancake breakfast at Saint John’s Church and School

As ever, you're always welcome at Saint John’s School!

Dan J. Hurley, Principal




¢THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD ¢ JANUARY 13TH, 2019¢ 3

IN OUR PRAYERS
/ﬁ/ We remember those who need healing, including:
Mark Y., Rita H., Mary Lou K., EllaW.,

and Richard D..

If you would like to add or remove a name from the prayer list,
please contact our pastoral minister, Eric Cooley at
ecooley@stjohnsofic.org or call 651-288-3268. We will include
names in this listing for 2 months. If you need the time
extended, please contact Eric Cooley.

FAITH FAMILY FAITH FORMATION

Forgiven!

God bless our little second graders who received their First
Reconciliation (Sacrament of Confession) this Saturday as an
important step on their journey to their First Communion this
spring. Please offer for them a few decades of your rosaries
during this important time in their lives!

Gone to his eternal reward
Bernie Kupferschmidt
May he rest in peace.

PARISH & COMMUNITY
ST. [EROME EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Permanent adorers are needed Wed. 2 p.m. and 11 p.m.,
Thursday 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. and Friday 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. If you
can help fill one of these hours, please call Lorraine at 772-2997

Don’t Sit on the Sidelines! Get on the

Field!

Middle School Youth, Christ is calling you to step out onto the
field of faith. Join us at Rise Up: Twin Cities - Middle School
Catholic Youth Conference at the Mall of America on March
23. Registrations are due immediately as the event is likely to
sell out soon. In addition, students are encouraged to sign up
for Extreme Faith Camp (grades 6-8, June 24-28) and the
Steubenville: Rochester summer youth conference (grades
8-12, July 12-14). Register at the Youth Ministry and Summer
Opportunities pages at stjohnsoflc.org.

Fall Festival Kickoff Meeting

Your Chance to Share Your Ideas!

Did you enjoy the Fall Festival as much as we did (snow cones,
children's games, magician, snack shack)? We'd like to make
2019's event even bigger and better than ever. To start, we're
gathering interested parties and seeking new ideas. We'll meet
for a Fall Fest 2019 Kickoff Meeting at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 16, in the Gathering Space. Come to find out what the Fall
Festival is all about! (Please note: Your attendance does not
commit you to anything, just come to learn more and share
ideas.) Light refreshments will be provided. Questions? Contact
Joe in the Parish Office, jblock@stiohnsoflc.org or
651.484.2708.

What did early Christians believe?

Do you struggle to believe? Does someone you love struggle to
believe? Wouldn't you like to know what the earliest Christians
believed? See for yourselves, free and easy online! Read the
writings of the “Church Fathers” at Churchfathers.org!

— CHURCH
[T FATHERS

New Members Welcome!!

Looking to join the parish? We welcome you and invite you to
attend a brief registration time this Sunday, January 13 at 9:45
AM. We will meet in the Fireside Room located next to the
Gathering Space. If you are unable to attend this weekend but
are interested in joining the parish, no problem! Simply give
Eric Cooley, Pastoral Minister, a call in the parish office at 651-
288-3268.

YTD Sunday Offerings July 1 thru Dec 23

Actual Budget Last Year
$402,094 $403,534 $412,308
Christmas Offerings: 2018 2017
$22,254 $15,294

Thank you for supporting St. John's of Little Canada!

Baby Bottle Fundraiser

Ste. Anne’s CCW is sponsoring a
“Baby Bottle Fundraiser” in support *
of the Women'’s Life Care Center '
located here in Little Canada. ” 4

Bottles will be handed out the

weekend of January 26 & 27.

Please take an empty baby bottle home, fill it with change
(or dollars!) and bring it back to Mass on February 16 & 17.
Thank you for your generosity!
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Monday, 14
8:00AM - Communion Service - Church
11:00AM - Communion Service @ Cardigan Ridge
11:30AM - 55+ Club - Lower Church
2:00PM - Culture of Life Committee - Holy Family Room
6:00PM - Pack 462 Cub Scouts - School Dining Room
7:00PM - Scouts - Troop Meeting - Gym
7:30PM - AA Meeting - Lower Church Kitchen

Tuesday, 15
7:30AM - Confessions - Church
8:00AM - Mass - Church
8:30AM - Fellowship - Lower Church
9:15AM - Men’s Faith Discussion - Fireside Room
4:00PM - Budget Audit - Fireside Room
6:30PM - Catholic Watchmen - School Dining Room
7:00PM - Scouts - Committee Meeting -
Holy Family Room

Wednesday, 16

e 9:15AM - All School Mass - Church

e  5:30PM - Fall Festival Planning Meeting - Gathering Space
e  7:30PM - AA Meeting- Lower Church Kitchen

Thursday, 17
° 7:30AM - Confessions - Church
8:00AM - Mass - Church

e  8:30AM - Eucharistic Adoration - Chapel

e  6:30PM - Adult Bible Study - Lower Church Kitchen

e  6:30PM - Pastoral Council Meeting- Holy Family Room
Friday, 18

° 7:30AM - Confessions - Church
o 8:00AM - Mass - Church

Saturday, 19
o 3:30PM - Confessions - Church
e  4:30PM - Mass - Church

Sunday, 20

e  8:00AM - Parish Family Rosary - Church
e  8:30AM - Mass - Church

e 10:30AM - Mass - Church

MASS INTENTIONS
January 15-20

Tuesday: Don Valento
Wednesday: Harvey Thieling T

Thursday:  Frank Winiecki T
Friday: Louie & Lena LaCasse t
4:30rPM Saturday:  Richard Belland
8:30AM Sunday: Hank Tessier t
10:30AM Sunday:  For The Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 13
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30
[1)Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Monday: Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c¢, 9 [cf. 7c]/Mk 1:14-
20

Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 7]/Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Mk 1:29
-39

Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 [8]/Mk 1:40-45
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6¢-7, 8 [cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf, Jn 6:63c]/Mk 2:13-
17

Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-
11/Jn 2:1-11

On Sunday, February 10, the St. John Carmelites will be
hosting Donut Sunday in the Gathering Space;

please come & feel free to ask questions about the Third
Order Carmelites that were established here at St. John’s
in 1981, then transferred to St. Jerome’s parish & now has
returned to St. John’s in 2015 with Fr. Tom Balluff, who is
also a Carmelite and our Spiritual Assistant.

No Cana Dinner this Year

For each of the past four years we have offered a “Cana Dinner”
in February to help support our couples in their marriages by
offering them a romantic evening of fellowship, reflection, and
prayer. Over the past four years, the attendance has slowly
declined, and we've gotten the sense that everyone could use a
“year off.” Hence we will not be offering a Cana Dinner this
2019, but we will prayerfully discern whether to offer one again
in 2020. If you are interested in helping to plan and host the
Cana Dinner in 2020, please email Joe Block at
iblock@stjohnsofic.org.




