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Christmas Mass Schedule
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December 13™, 2015 at 6:00 PM
This will be an exciting and entertaining night filled
with music, laughter, and the discovery of the true
meaning of Christmas. Join us as you are called to:
“Focus on CHRISTmas!”

Location: Obrien Hall Time: 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Refreshments and Cookies will be provided.
Hosted by: St. Jerome Life Teen & CCD Classes
All Parishioners. Families. and Guests are invited!
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On the 8th of December, Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, Pope Francis open
the Holy Door of Saint Peter's Basilica. A
symbolic gesture to mark the opening of the
Extraordinary Holy Year dedicated to Mercy.
This Holy Year came as a surprise when the
Pope first called for it on March 13th during a
Penitential service in Saint Peter’s Basilica.

Once, the Holy Doors of the Major Basilicas in
Rome were not as magnificent to look at as
they are today. Simplicity was the norm
rather than elaborate with bronze decorations
they were in plain wood and bricked in on
both sides. That’s to say from the years 1500 to
1950.

The knocking down of any such door, even
after that date, was a worrisome affair as
masons had to be make sure rubble did not
reach anywhere near those standing by. Something that has not always been avoided.

After these masons, or ‘San Pietrini’, as the Basilica’s masons are known, had accomplished their task, the Pope took a
hammer and in a symbolic gesture tapped on the Holy Door and pushed it open. Point of fact, silver and gold were also
used for a couple of the bricks to be symbolically placed within the walls as reported in a Chronicle of the Jubilee Year
of 1423:“ people show such devotion to the bricks and cement fragments that as soon as the door is uncovered they are
carried away in a general frenzy”.

There are four Holy Doors, in Rome, one at each of the Major Roman Basilicas, they are Saint John Lateran, Saint
Mary Major, Saint Paul’s Outside- the-Walls and of course Saint Peter’s Basilica. At Saint Peter’s Basilica while the
last wooden door was installed during the pontificate of Benedict XIV in 1748, the one we see today was placed there in
1950. Like most of the doors to the Basilica, this bronze one is relatively modern. It was designed by Vico Consorti
during the pontificate of Pius XII who drew attention to the symbolic significance attached to the Holy Door from a
biblical, theological, liturgical and pastoral point of view in terms of “salvation history”. “The panels represent scenes
which have themes that every ‘Holy Year’ have. This Holy Year is the Jubilee Mercy. Reconciliation, between God and
man is very important. For example, there’s the representation of Our Lord telling the Apostles you must forgive your
brother seventy times seven not just seven times. There is the representation of the Crucifixion, another has the
representation of the Resurrection. Pilgrims come to cross the threshold of Saint Peter’s Basilica and are meant to
repent while they do, so they may gain access to grace and reconciliation.

The concept of the Holy Door was introduced in the year 1500 by Alexander VI, the Borgia pope and to note

And to note that Pope Francis has added his personal stamp on the traditional ritual for a Jubilee year. Recall how
during his first Apostolic journey to Africa, while in Bangui, the capital of the Central African Republic, breaking with
tradition, The Pope symbolically opened the first Holy Door of this Jubilee Year of Mercy away from Rome. It was a
large plain wooden door, simple as holy doors once were centuries ago and as many still are right across the world today.

Pilgrimage Sites for Holy Doors through the Deaneries of the Archdiocese of San Antonio are:

San Fernando Cathedral, Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Holy Trinity, Sacred Heart, St Anthony
Mary Claret, St. Joseph, St. John Neumann, St. Andrew, Basilica of the National Shrine of the Little Flower, St. Peter
and St. Paul, Holy Name, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Vincent de Paul, Mission San Jose, San Juan de Los Lagos, and
St. George Maronite.
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