
St. Jerome Catholic Church San Antonio, Texas 

From the desk of our Pastorñ 
Fr. Rodolfo 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

 

Today we celebrate our customary day of 

Epiphany or of the manifestation of the Lord 

to all people represented by the three kings 

that have come from the Orient to adore the 

new born King of the Jews.  Right from the 

beginning of JesusË life, the mission of the 

Redeemer had a universal connotation: He 

was born in order to save all mankind, not only the Jews, but 

the whole world; not only JesusË contemporaries, but also the 

ones that lived before Him and the ones that would come after 

Him.  Just as Jesus ChristËs mission had a universal outreach 

in space and time, so much so our call as Christians. We are 

not only called to save ourselves, but to save others also well 

beyond the confines of our families and friends and our 

Church community. We are not only stewards of creation but 

stewards of our brothers and sisters. We cannot have the same 

attitude as Cain when he was called by God and asked  

"where is your brother?ò We cannot say, ñam I my brotherËs 

keeper?ò (Gn 4:9). We all have a responsibility for one 

another, especially those who have received more. We in our 

Church community have been so blest in our lives that we 

have also received the responsibility to tend to the needs of 

the less fortunate and needy.  Let us just imagine if the 

apostles and evangelizers throughout the Christian Era had 

not made a commitment with the Lord and taken on that 

missionary spirit to go and evangelize the whole world in the 

name of Christ in spite of hardships and difficulties? Many of 

them left father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 

sisters for the sake of the Gospel (cf. Mt 19:29). Where would  

our Western civilization be? Would our city of San Antonio 

have been founded without that missionary Friar Antonio de 

Margil? As we continue to celebrate Christmas, let us 

remember our brothers and sisters throughout the world and 

here at home who are in need of our love and care, our 

prayers and sacrifices. We have been called by God to a 

universal vocation. Continued blessings to you and your 

family in this Christmas season.  

                         Your servant in the priesthood of Jesus Christ, 

                          Fr. Rodolfo Caballero 

From the desk of our Associate Pastorñ    
Fr. Gustavo 
Greetings to all, 

 

Happy New Year! I wish you a 

Blessed New Year 2016. What a 

wonderful year to open our souls to the 

grace and mercy of God. I invite you to 

reflect on the meaning of this Holy 

Year, responding to the question: Why have a Jubilee Year of 

Mercy? What does this mean? The Church is in need of this 

extraordinary occasion. In this era of profound changes, the 

Church is called to offer her particular contribution, rendering 

visible signs of the presence and closeness of God. The 

Jubilee is a favorable time for all of us, because by 

contemplating the Divine Mercy of our Lord, which 

overcomes all human limitations and shines through the 

darkness of sin, we are able to become more certain and 

effective witnesses. Turning our gaze to God, the merciful 

Father, and to our brothers and sisters in need of mercy, 

means focusing our attention on the essential contents of the 

Gospel: Jesus, Mercy made flesh, who renders the great 

mystery of the Trinitarian Love of God visible to our eyes. 

Celebrating a Jubilee of Mercy is equivalent to placing once 

again the specific nature of the Christian faith, namely Jesus 

Christ, the merciful God, at the center of our personal life and 

that of our communities. It is a Holy Year, therefore, so as to 

live mercy. This Holy Year is offered to us so that we may 

experience in our lives the sweet and gratifying touch of 

Godôs forgiveness, His presence beside us and His closeness 

especially in the moments of our greatest need. This Jubilee, 

in other words, is a privileged moment for the Church to learn 

to choose only ñwhat pleases God the mostò. What is it that 

ñpleases God the mostò? Forgiving his children, having 

mercy on them, so that they may in turn forgive their brothers 

and sisters, shining as a flame of Godôs mercy in the world. 

This is what pleases God the most. During this Year of 

Mercy, I invite you to embrace mercy at all cost. 

                     Blessings,  Fr. Gustavo Montanez 

The Sanctuary Lamp is sponsored by Liz Carmichael In 

Memory of  Regina & Harry Stanush and CJ Carmichael          

(01/03-01/16). 

The Blessed Mother, St. Joseph, St. Jerome & Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Statues are sponsored by Jeanette Morrisett in 

Memory of Harry & Mary Geyer(01/03-01/9).   

          

          Christmas Masses &  Sunday December 27th, 2015    

                      Sunday Collection      $17,436.00    

                      Building Fund            $10,163.00                     

        2nd Collection this weekend is for the Building Fund                                         

 

The Feast of the Epiphany of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ is one of the oldest 

of the Christian feasts.  Epiphany 

comes from a Greek verb meaning "to 

reveal". It is celebrated on  January 6th. 

(In most countries and dioceses, the 

celebration is transferred to the Sunday 

nearer the 6th.  Like many of the most 

ancient Christian feasts, the Epiphany was first celebrated in 

the East. Today, among both Eastern Catholics and Eastern 

Orthodox, the feast is known as Theophanyðthe revelation of 

God to man.  Epiphany marks the end of Christmastideðthe 

Twelve Days of Christmas, which began with the revelation of 

Christ to Israel in His Birth and ended with the revelation of 

Christ to the Gentiles at Epiphany. 

http://catholicism.about.com/od/Christmas/tp/What-Are-The-Twelve-Days-Of-Christmas.htm


 

January 3, 2015  ð The Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord    

The Companions for the Journey 

with our Mother of Sorrows - Our 

group is available if you wish us to 

come to your home to bring the Holy 

Eucharist or to pray with you. The next 

group gathering in Pruski Hall will be 

on Thursday, January 21st, at 6:30pm 

till 8:00pm.  The meeting topic will be  

ñGoalsò. Please contact Alice 

Rutkowski at 210-296-1380 or one of 

our members if you need our service.  May Our Mother of 

Sorrows through Jesus bless you always.  

 

Dolores Dennehy is the St. Jerome Parish 

Eucharistic Adoration coordinator. A sign up 

sheet is provided for those wishing to adore 

the Lord, at the side entrance of the chapel.  

If you are interested  in committing to a 

weekly hour of adoration, please sign in, so 

that Dolores has your number and can place you on her list.   

If you are unable to make your scheduled Holy Hour, you 

may contact Dolores at 210-648-4018. 

We thank the following parishioners who 

generously gave a donation to help pay down 

the church loan. 

 

Fr. Rodolfo Caballero, Gerald & Jackie 

Sczepanik,   Karen & John Foster, NB & 

Doris Luker ( In Memory of the Kneupper & Luker families 

and In honor the the Ordination Anniversaries of Fr. 

Rodolfo & Fr. Gustavo), Joe & Janice Jasik, Eugene & 

Linda Snoga, Laura Wollney,  Alex & Bernice Dugie  

Date:  Saturday, January 16, 2016 from 8:30 till 11:30am.  

Location will be in OôBrien Hall.   

Cost of early registration is $20.   

For more information about this event  

you may contact Jessica Lubianski at 210-485-9872. 

Welcome Back! Our CCD 

classes resume this weekend! 

We pray everyone enjoyed their 

Christmas and New Year 

Holiday!  Parents, please 

remember our class sessions 

begin at 9:40am and class sessions end at 10:50am. Tardiness 

to class sessions is discouraged due to the short precious time 

we have with the students. Late retrieval of the children is 

also discouraged. Please remember, do not ask the children to 

wait in the playground area, in front of the Administration 

building or the church. The children not picked up on time 

must report to the CCD office. Parents, please remember this 

is a safety issue for your child.  For the safety of all children, 

please adhere to these requests.  Please stay in communication 

with your child's Catechist(s) as we enter the second half of 

this school year. We welcome your concerns and we ask you 

to come by the CCD office with any questions.   

The Life Teen and Men's Club Ministries would like to 

thank everyone who generously donated to the Winter Coat 

Drive. Your donations helped fulfil a Corporal Work of 

Mercy.  Thank you again for your generosity and for 

answering the call to help the needy.  

Lector/Commentator and  

Eucharistic Minister 

Ministries Monthly Meeting  

Beginning on Monday, 

January 18th and continuing 

every 3rd Monday of each 

Month, we will have a Lector/Commentator & 

Eucharistic Minister Ministry meeting from 7:00 - 8:00pm. The 

meeting will begin at 7:00pm for Lectors/Commentators and at 

7:30pm for Eucharistic Ministers. If you are an active member 

of either ministry or would like to be, please plan to attend 

these regular meetings. The meeting will be held in the OôBrien 

Hall Rm3 (adjacent to the kitchen) each month. Regular 

attendance and participation in these meetings is needed 

and appreciated. Please contact Melissa Galbraith (210)606

-0293 or Terri Hartman (210)385-4115 for any questions! 

The next Anointing of the Sick is on January 8th at the 

8:00 Morning Mass.  Visits to the Homebound will take 

place after the Mass.  If you know of someone who cannot 

attend Mass and would like the Anointing of the Sick, please 

contact either Alice  Rutkowski at 210-296-1380 or the parish 

office at 210-648-2694. 

Open your soul  in  Eucharistic Adoration  
the Mercy of the Lord. 

The Divine Mercy Eucharistic Holy Hour is 

every  Friday.  The Holy Hour begins at 6:00pm 

and includes the recitation of the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 

ending with Benediction, at 7:00pm.    

tel:%28210%29606-0293
tel:%28210%29606-0293
tel:%28210%29385-4115


St. Jerome Catholic Church San Antonio, Texas 

Hope is Godôs mercy that opens up and give us freedom 
We are people walking in hope and faith. It is hope in Godôs mercy that opens up horizons and give us freedom. During this 

Year of Mercy we are invited to not be afraid in approaching the Sacrament of Reconciliation as much as needed. We are all 

sinners, but the Lord is greater than our sins. We are called to a change of heart. When there is a change of heart we see 

fruitfulness, beauty, victory, and Godôs grace active in our lives. In the words of Pope Francis, he says: ñHope is a Christian 

virtue that is a great gift from God and that allows us to see beyond problems, pain, difficulties, and beyond our sins. It allows 

us to see the beauty of God.ò It is through the virtue of hope that we find freedom and strength to see beyond the bad times, bad 

health or family problems. We all face situation and experiences in life. Through hope, we see light, in Godôs time. Hope gives 

us levity. ñIn this Year of Mercy ï the Pope said - There are two paths: one of those who hope in Godôs mercy and know that 

God is the Father; and then there are those who take refuge in the slavery of rigidity and know nothing of God's mercyò. 

Pictured above are the Altar Servers of St. Jerome, at their Christmas party, which was held on December 20th.  We 

thank the Altar Servers who are so dedicated to making our St. Jerome Masses more meaningful. We also thank the Altar Server 

Ministry leader, Roxanne Zigmond, who gives of her time and talents in all the unseen preparations.  Finally, a big thank you to 

the parents of the servers, who also give of their time, so that their children can serve our parish.  God bless you! 

Daily Reflection by Fr. GustavoðJanuary 2, 2016 

I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting, and dirty because 

it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is 

unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own 

security. I do not want a Church concerned with being at the 

center and which then ends by being caught up in a web of 

obsessions and procedures. ï Evangelii Gaudium. Whatôs 

comes to mind as you read Popeôs Francis words? What does 

God want you to do to help our church become merciful?  

Daily Reflection by Fr. GustavoðJanuary 3, 2016 

We are reminded to work on the seven corporal works of 

mercy: to feed the hungry; to give drink to the thirsty; to 

clothe the naked; to harbor the homeless; to visit the sick; to 

visit the imprisoned; to bury the dead. I encourage you to 

carry on your work with joy and to model it after Christôs, 

allowing all who suffer to encounter you and count on you in 

the time of need. How familiar are you with the seven cor-

poral works of mercy? How many have you practiced?  

Pope Francisô special Jubilee Year of Mercy prayerðLord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly 

Father, and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.  Show us your face and we will be saved. Your loving gaze freed 

Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created 

things; made Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.  Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of 

us, the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: ñIf you knew the gift of God!ò You are the visible face of the invisible 

Father, of the God who manifests His power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be your visible face in the world, 

its Lord risen and glorified. You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness in order that they may feel 

compassion for those in ignorance and error: let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. 

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so that the Jubilee Year of Mercy may be a year of grace from 

the Lord, and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may it bring good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives lives and 

the oppressed, and restore sight to the blind. We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, you who live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen 
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Continuing through the                       

Year of Mercy,                                 

Fr. Rodolfo and  

Fr. Gustavo will 

be offering 

confessions a half 

hour before each 

Mass.  Many 

graces are 

received through 

the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 

along with  

spiritual healing. 

St Ambrose, in a theological book that he wrote about Adam, takes up the story of the creation of the 

world and says that each day after God made something ð the moon, the sun or the animals ð (the 

Bible) says: ñGod saw that it was good.ò But when he made man and woman, the Bible says: ñHe saw 

that it was very good.ò St Ambrose asks himself: ñWhy does He say óvery goodô? "Why is God so content 

after the creation of man and woman?ò The answer is because finally He had someone to forgive. This is 

beautiful: Godôs joy is forgiving, and being merciful. This is why we must open our hearts this year so 

that this love, this joy of God may fill us all with this mercy. The Jubilee will be a ñfavorable timeò for 

the Church if we learn to choose ñwhat pleases God mostò without giving in to the temptation of thinking 

that something else is more important or primary. Nothing is more important than choosing ñwhat pleases 

God mostò, in other words, His mercy, His love, His tenderness, and His embrace. The objective that the 

Church establishes for herself in this Holy Year, is that we experience strongly within ourselves the JOY of having been found 

by Jesus. In this way, we will strengthen ourselves with certainty that mercy can truly help in the edification of a more human 

world, society, and community especially in our time, in which forgiveness is a rare guest. In the spheres of human life, the call 

to mercy is made more urgent, and this is so in every place: in society, in institutions, at work and even in the family. This is 

why it is necessary to recognize ourselves as sinners, so as to strengthen within us the certainty of Divine Mercy. Lord, I am a 

sinful, come with your mercy. This is a beautiful prayer. It is an easy prayer to say every day: ñLord, I am a sinner: come with 

Your mercyò. I hope that in this Holy Year all parishioners of St. Jerome, all the ministries in our parish and each one of us may 

experience Godôs mercy in order to be witnesses to what pleases God most.  

Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you?  When did 
we comfort and visit you?  The 
Lord replied, whenever you did 
this to the least of my people, you 
did it to me.  During the Year of 
Mercy, please prayerfully 

consider helping at Haven for 

Hope. Thank you TMIY for 

fulfilling a corporal work of 

mercy & for being a beacon of 

Christô light. Pictured are TMIY 

members helping at the Haven 

for Hope, on December 21st. Fr 

Gustavo also helped with the 

serving line.  

Members of the TMIY Ministry, volunteer every 3rd 

Monday at the Haven for Hope shelter.  The next 

date for serving at the shelter, is on January 21, 2016.  

Please contact John Dix at 830-730-8201 for more 

information.  

We congratulate Jaime Aniseto 

Santillan the child of Juan Jose and 

Veronica Santillan who was baptized 

on Saturday, December 26th, at St. 

Jerome, after the 5:00pm Mass.   

Just in time for the Jubilee Year of Mercy the Spring TMIY program 

will help integrate practical implementations for issues men face in 

todayôs world and culture.  In short, this year will be dedicated to 

ñwalking the talkò and providing you the opportunity and framework 

to build your very own spiritual plan for life.  This is the next step for 

those discerning how to fulfill the will of God.  For more information 

please contact John Dix at 830-730-4201.   

There is an important Parish Youth Leadership Meeting scheduled for January 20th at 7:00pm in the OôBrien Hall 

meeting Rm 1.  This meeting is for all leaders of the St. Jerome Youth organizations.  Please bring a calendar.  The 

purpose of this special meeting is to promote unity among the youth ministries of our parish and to discuss a recognition event 

for our youth in the month of May.  The invitation is for the following groups: CYO, CCD, Youth Ministry, Teen ACTS, Life 

Teen, Boy/Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Altar Servers.  If you have any questions regarding this meeting, please contact Jessica 

Lubianski at 210-485-9872. 

tel:830-730-8201


St. Jerome Catholic Church San Antonio, Texas 

The Youth Ministry group helped spread the joy of Christmas at the Country Care Manor in La Vernia, and later participated 

in Christmas caroling though our area neighborhood.  The teens were welcomed with open arms as they went singing songs 

down the hallways at the nursing home, visiting with seniors in their rooms and in the living room at Country Care Manor. The 

seniors joined in, and were overjoyed by the Youth Ministryôs visit and the teens enjoyed sharing their talents and fulfilled a 

corporal work of mercy.    They topped of the evening with a Christmas party at Pruski Hall. 

   

    

    

 
                            

 
 


