
ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH 

MOTHER CHURCH OF THE BERKSHIRES 

ESTABLISHED 1849 

Pittsfield, Massachusetts 

Liturgical Celebrations 

Saturday  4:00 PM 
 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

 11:30 AM 
 

Daily Mass  12:10 PM 
 

RCIA  Tuesdays, 6:30 PM 
 

Holy Hour  Monday-Friday, 11:00 AM 
 

Daily Rosary  Monday-Friday, 11:30 AM 
 

Prayer Group 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 6:45 PM 

The Staff 

Msgr. Michael Shershanovich, Pastor 

Rev. Geoffrey Deeker, CSS, Priest in Residence 

Rev. Mr. Pasqual Baldasaro, Deacon 

John Arasimowicz, 

Coordinator of Youth Religious Education 

e-Mail: stjosephccd@berkshire.rr.com 

Michele Madden, Secretary 

e-Mail: Michelemadden@berkshire.rr.com 

Mrs. Patricia Momnie, Pastoral Minister 
 

St. Joseph’s Parish Office 

414 North Street. Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Tel: (413) 445-5789 

Fax: (413) 443-5466 

Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

e-Mail: msgrmike@berkshire.rr.com 

Web site: www.stjoepittsfield.com St. Joseph’s Cemetery 

Mr. Paul Guillou, Superintendent 

Nancy Nolan, Secretary 

Tel: (413) 499-1317 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

All new parents are expected to complete a course of instruction. 

Please consult the parish office for classes. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Saturdays, 3:00-3:45PM 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 

Couples should contact the parish office at least one year prior to the wedding. 

New Parishioners should register at the parish office. We look forward to welcoming you to the 

parish family and hope you will become involved with your time, talent and treasure. 

Ministry to the Sick and Parishioners confined to home have visitations that are scheduled on a 

regular basis. Please notify the parish office to make arrangements. 

Religious Education Classes are held at St. Joseph’s High School following the 9:00 AM Mass 

for all public school students, grades K-11, and parochial students preparing for Sacraments. 

 



LECTORS & EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

Saturday, 4 PM  EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  Sheila Christiana, Cheryl Furtek, Barbara Dalo, Paula Dodds,  

       April 12th                  Josie Daviau & Nina Matrangelo 

                   LECTORS: Jim Armstrong & Sr. Jean Bostley 
 

 

Sunday, 9 AM  EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:    Jeff Vincent, Sharon Vincent, Margaret 

 April 13th    Dunlop, John Arasimowicz, Jeanne Cornell & Gene Cornell 

      LECTORS: Nancy Prezenik & John Quallen 
 

 

Sunday, 11:30 AM EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: J. Weatherwax & Michael Wood     

           April 13th 
        LECTORS: Robert Bouquet & Anne Dunham 

ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH—PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

B lest are  they who come in the Name of the Lord! Are you being called to proclaim Jesus as a priest, brother or sister? 

If so, call Fr. Gary Dailey at (413) 452-0811 or email g.dailey@diospringfield.org  Website: www.myvocation.org  

St. Joseph’s Religious Education News 
ALL CCD STUDENTS: 
 

April 13  Breakfast for ALL STUDENTS & PARENTS in the Parish Center immediately  

    following 9 AM Mass. 

April 20  All young students are invited to bring their bring their bells and participate in ring  

    ing the bells on Easter Sunday. Please meet at 8:45 AM to march in the Easter pro  

    cession. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION REHEARSALS: 
 

April 27  All 2nd grade students must attend 9:00 a.m. Mass. The class will sit together during  

   Mass & then rehearsal will follow at 10:00 a.m. in the Church.  

April 28 Rehearsal on Monday, April 28 th, at 3:30 p.m. in the Church.  

May 2  Rehearsal will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the Church.  

May 3  All students are to meet in the South Chapel at 9:30 a.m. First Communion will be held  

   at 10 a.m.  
 

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS: 
 

April 13 All 2014 Confirmation students are required to attend the Breakfast on April 13 th. 

April 15  All 2014 Confirmation students are required to attend the 7:00 p.m. Blessing of the Oils. 

   This requirement is for all Confirmation students. Please arrive at 6:30 p.m. The   

   class will sit together in Church.  
 

A THANK YOU FROM THE CCD DIRECTOR:  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank first of all, our teachers for giving of their time, talent, 

and treasure for the 2013/14 school year. Our parish is very grateful and blessed to have such dedica-

tion for our young parishioner and their education. These teachers have truly touched our young 

Catholic population and their lives. I also want to thank the families and guardians for their support 

of our program. We also thank Monsignor Mike and the staff at the Rectory for their love and support. Betty 

Kirby, our behind the scenes expert and our assistant certainly made for a much smoother year. Let us also re-

member the Hermanski family and their contributions to us with our special prayers. Many thanks to all and have 

a blessed Easter and a wonderful and safe summer. Please watch for information regarding next year’s CCD pro-

gram in the mail, the bulletin and the website.                         John A. 

"Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the high-

est." And when he entered Jerusalem the whole city was shaken and asked, "Who is this?" And the 

crowds replied, "This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee." - Mt 21:9-11 



APRIL 13, 2014      

Please support our 20/20 Club! We count on the proceeds to supplement our fuel and CCD expenses! 

For more information contact the rectory! Ticket Sellers: Jim Armstrong 770-1206, John Arasi-

mowicz 822-1297, Nina Mastrangelo 442-4203, Jack Laviolette 499-3623, Tom Arasimowicz 770-

3836 and Jeff Vincent 447-9373, or call the Rectory! Thank you for your support! 1 st drawing: May 

4th; 20 th Week Drawing: September 14 th  and Grand Prize Drawing: September 21 st.  
 

Alter server classes for new alter servers will be begin on Wednesday, April 16 th at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Church. The classes will last one hour. There will be two classes. The new servers will then be as-

signed to assist at an upcoming Mass before they start regular assignments.  
 

Stations of the Cross will be held at St. Michael the Archangel Mausoleum in St. Joseph’s Cemetery 

on Good Friday, April 18 th at 12:00 p.m. In case of rain Stations will be at St. Joseph Church.  
 

Homemade Pasta—Gloria Langlois is taking orders for homemade pasta. She can be reached by call-

ing 447-7793. Prices are as follows: Cheese Manicotti $5/dozen; Cheese Ravioli $3/dozen; Potato 

Gnocchi $2/pound with a 5-pound minimum order. All her profits are donated back to the Church . 
 

MANY THANKS to all who made our St. Joseph Ham & Bean Dinner a success!! Especially to... our 

cooks, bakers, those who set-up & cleaned up, those who served the food and beverages and to all 

who enjoyed our traditional Ham & Bean Dinner! Thank you! 
 

Parish Council Nominations—It’s not too late to nominate a parishioner (or yourself) for the Parish 

Council. Nominations close April 15 th. Contact the Rectory for more information.  
 

Lasagna Dinner– Holy Thursday there will be a Lasagna Dinner in the Parish Center at 5:00 p.m. 

Please call the Rectory for reservations.  
 

Time to decorate for Easter! We’ll do this on Holy Saturday morning at 8:00 a.m. All are welcome! 

Please join us! 
 

THANK YOU—Deacon Pat wishes to thank Msgr. Mike and the St. Anne’s Society for the great re-

ception for his 80 th birthday. Also, a great thank you to all the St. Joseph parishioners for their well 

wishes, cards and gifts. It was a memorable day!!   
 

Food Pantry—Our numbers have increased over the recent weeks. Our food pantry is in need of do-

nations! Please think of us! THANK YOU!!  
 

The 4th Annual St. Joseph Central High School of Fame Induction and Benefit Gala ―Evening with 

the Star‖ will be held on Friday, May 2nd, at the Crowne Plaza. Join us as we honor leaders who shine 

through example, live in faith, and guide with truth and wisdom. Master of Ceremonies, Kevin O’Ha-

ra. For more information contact the Business Office at 443 -9686. 
 

The Mt. Carmel Care Center of Lenox (formerly Providence Care) is looking for some volunteers for 

their Eucharistic Minister substitute list. Our elderly residents are so very appreciative when some-

one brings them communion on a Sunday morning. We have a weekly list but sometimes our regular 

volunteers cannot make it. If you think you could occasionally help out, please call Sharon LaVerda 

at 637-2660 weekday mornings for more information. Thank you!  
 

Bereaved Parents, Grandparents and Adult Siblings self -help support group—The Compassionate 

Friends Berkshire County Chapter is a national self -help, mutual assistance organization offering 

friendship, understanding, and hope to bereaved parents and their families. 1st Thursday of each 

month—Moments House—34 Depot St.—Pittsfield. For more information call Maryellen (413) 212 -

2407 or Linda (413) 443-33378. Meetings are open to parents, adult siblings, and grandparents of 

children who have died at any age, for any cause. ―We Need Not Walk Alone‖ 



  Pa l m  S u n d ay  o f  t h e  p a s s i o n  o f  t h e  l o r d  

Saturday, April 12th                                           

SHARON HASWELL   1st Anniversary             4 PM 

Requested by The John Huska Family 

Sunday, April 13th         

SAMUEL MCGOVERN       BIRTHDAY        9 AM 

Requested by Nonie & Papa 

LINDA, CHESTER, & CLAIRE HERMANSKI,                         

DONALD & JOAN MACTAVISH            11:30 AM   

Requested by Family 

Sanctuary Candle 

SAMUEL MCGOVERN 

Requested by Nonie & Papa 

Monday, April 14th    

GARY REMBISH                                        12:10 PM 

Requested by Aunt Nancy 

Tuesday, April 15th                                                     

PRESENTATION OF OILS                               7 PM 

Wednesday, April 16th                                   

BERNIE ROPELEWSKI                             12:10 PM 

Requested by Ropelewski Family 

Thursday, April 17th        

FOR THE PARISH                                             7 PM 

Friday, April 18th                                             

FOR THE PARISH                                             7 PM 

Saturday, April 19h     (No 4:00 PM Mass)                              

EASTER VIGIL                                                  8 PM 

Sunday, April 20th  

BOSINGER &  

SHERSHANOVICH FAMILIES                       9 AM 

Requested by Family 
 

FOR THE PARISH                                     11:30 AM 

NEICH BED ZIE POCHWALONY JEZUS 

CHRYSTUS 
 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS AVAILABLE  TO THOSE 

WHO CANNOT TOLERATE GLUTEN. PLEASE 

NOTIFY PRIEST BEFORE MASS. 
 

Kindly silence all pagers & cell phones. Thank you! 
 

ST. JOSEPH PRAYER LINE 443-1221  

Sacrificial Giving Last Week: $6,458.50 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
 
 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of 
the Lord 

"Then Peter remembered the 
word that Jesus had spoken: 
'Before the cock crows you will 
deny me three times.' He went 

out and began to weep bitterly." Today's Gospel traces 
two tales of betrayal and remorse. At the Last Supper, 
Peter pledges his fidelity to Christ. He sincerely cannot 
imagine himself denying Jesus. Judas, on the other hand, 
is a liar who professes loyalty while knowing that he has 
already betrayed the Lord. Both men come to regret their 
actions. But their responses are different. Peter recogniz-
es his failure, feels the bitterness of his actions, and 
weeps over them. Judas, however, does not weep. He 
tries to undo his action, and when he can't, he gives up 
hope. 
 Although Peter felt the weight of his sins, he did not 
give up. He got up after he fell and moved forward, re-
maining a loyal disciple, if an imperfect one. He learned 
from his mistake and, through his eventual martyrdom, 
fulfilled his promise to die for Christ. Judas of course 
could have reconciled with the Lord as well. Even at the 
moment of betrayal, Jesus extended his mercy by calling 
Judas, "Friend." And he does the same for us. Even when 
we declare, "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord" one day and, "I do not know the man!" the next, 
Jesus still forgives us. Although we may waver when the 
Gospel challenges us to change, when our Christian wit-
ness means social stigma, or when our faith is tested by 
trial or temptation, nonetheless Jesus' offer of friendship 
never expires. During this Holy Week, let us pray for the 
grace to be good friends in return. May we be willing to 
accompany Christ on his path to Calvary, and remain 
steadfast with him all the way to the foot of the cross. 
 

Readings for the Week of April 13, 2014 
3ÕÎÄÁÙȡ  Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14--27:66 
   or 27:11-54 
-ÏÎÄÁÙ:  Is 42:1-7/Jn 12:1-11 
4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ:  Is 49:1-6/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȡ Is 50:4-9a/Mt 26:14-25 
4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ:  Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3ab, 6a, 8b-9/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 
   4:16-21 
%ÖÅÎÉÎÇ -ÁÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ΄Ó 3ÕÐÐÅÒ: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/1 Cor 11:23-
   26/Jn 13:1-15 
&ÒÉÄÁÙ:  Is 52:13--53:12/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1--19:42 
3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ: Easter Vigil: Gn 1:1--2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Gn 22:1-18 or 
   22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ex 14:15--15:1/Is 54:5-14/
   Is 55:1-11/Bar 3:9-15, 32--4:4/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-
   28/Rom 6:3-11/Mt 28:1-10 
.ÅØÔ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 
   20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 or Lk 24:13-35 
 


