
  St. Mary, Mother of God Church  
A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

 A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 
Roman Catholic Church 

                    608 High Street ~ Freeport, PA 16229 

Father Ronald Maquiñana—Pastor 
rmaquinana@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Parish Staff 
William Girardi, Pastoral Associate—412-719-7085 
Claudia Vertosick, Business Manager/Parish Secretary 
Helen James, Religious Education Director   
Thomas Koharchik, Choir Director   
Cindy Harbison, Social Hall Coordinator—724-272-7744 
David Valencic, Parish Custodian 
Richard Bertino, Cemetery Caretaker 
 

Ministries 
Kristen Marhefka/Julie Polana Gardone—Teen Ministry 
Melissa Kristine/Beth Macurdy—Evangelization 
John Nemcek—Homebound Ministry 
Gina Jones—Helping Hands—724-448-9251; 
 ginaj1904@gmail.com 
 

Organizations    
Diane Grant—Christian Mothers 
Ray Smetana/Mary Ellen Gray—St. Vincent de Paul Society 
       

Office Information 
Administrative Center Numbers & Hours : 
   724-295-2281 (Office)  724-295-3090 (Fax) 
   Monday through Thursday - 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
   Friday - 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
 
Parish Website:  www.stmaryfreeport.com 
 
Parish Email Address:  thechurch@stmaryfreeport.com 
Facebook:  Saint Mary, Mother of God - Freeport 
     Send Information to share:  stmarysocialmedia@yahoo.com 

Parish Information 
 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00 P.M.   
 
Sunday:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
        
Weekday Masses:  Monday through Friday—8:00 A.M. 
 
Holy Day of Obligation:  8:00 A.M. & 7:00 P.M.  
  
Reconciliation:  Saturday - 3:00—3:45 P.M. 
 
Baptism:  Sundays within the 11:00 A.M.  Mass (by appointment)   
 
Marriage:  Contact the Parish nine months in advance. 
  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: RCIA helps you to learn 
more about the Catholic faith.  Pre-registration is required.  Con-
tact Fr. Ron or William Girardi at 724-295-2281. 
 
Hospital or Home Visit:  If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion or if you know someone who would like to have the 
priest visit, please call Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281. 
 
Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Fr. Ron at 724-295-2281.   
 
Holy Communion:  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion are available to bring the Eucharist to the sick and home-
bound.  If you know of someone, please call the Administrative 
Office at 724-295-2281. 
 
Baptism:  To understand the importance of the Sacrament of 
Baptism and your obligation as parents, you are required to attend 
one baptismal class.   To register for one of these classes, please 
call the Administrative Office at 724-295-2281. 

Established 1826 

MISSION STATEMENT—St. Mary’s is a caring and welcoming family committed to building and strengthening a         
community of God, reaching out as disciples of Jesus Christ to Freeport and beyond.  

2nd Sunday of  Lent March 17th, 2019 



 
 Last Sunday, we reflected on the temptations of Jesus and His courage of 
how He overcame them through His strong willed determination as the devil did not 
only lure Him once, but three times. It showed how persistent the devil was but in the 
end, Jesus triumphed over him because He knew how to attack him. This gave us in-
sight that yes, temptation is an ever-present reality in life meant to conquer us by the 
allurement of the devil, but there is always a way to overcome it and that is by being 
connected with God, because He can give us grace and the strength to overcome it 
like Jesus did.  
 This second Sunday of Lent, we have the gospel on the Transfiguration of 
Jesus.  This event gives us a preview of the glory of the Resurrection of Jesus. It is 
one of the peak moments in the life of Jesus and for the three disciples as well who 
witnessed it.  In fact, we can see it from Peter, James, and John how happy and over-
whelmed they were that they would rather stay there for the rest of their lives – 
“Master, it is well that we are here; let us make three booths, one for You and one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.”  
 Now what does that tells us? And why did Jesus allow the three disciples to 

witness His transfiguration event?  
 It tells us one thing in life -- that those peak moments are God given moments for us in order to remind 
us not to easily give up when we encounter difficulties in life. Because sometimes we easily get discouraged 
when life is hard. But with the peak moments experience, it inspires us to persevere and believe that someday it 
will be better again for us. 
 May the Transfiguration of Jesus encourage us to live our life with hope, even in the midst of difficulties! 
We remember that Jesus attained His glorious resurrection after His suffering and death on the cross. 
  

Faith Formation For Parishioners!  Now every parishioner can experience hundreds of hours viewing, read-
ing, and listening to the best Catholic content. Enjoy more than 300 episodes of beautiful and compelling video 
series, feature-length movies, motivating and spiritually-enriching eBooks, and over 40 hours of audio content.  

Register your account by going to:  www.formed.org  and use our parish account (case-sensitive) VNX4G6. 



   Income  
      Payment from Sponsors     $  5,925.00  
      Ticket Sales           4,800.00 
      Auction Ticket Sales                3,400.00  
      50/50 Raffles              505.00 
           Total                 $14,630.00 
  
   Expenses  
      Caterer                  $  1,950.00 
      Miscellaneous Expenses           263.00 
           Total                               $  2,213.00 
  
   Net Profit              $12,417.00 



 
 
March 17th Religious Education Classes—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.— Security Guard - “Jake Heasley” 
  Teen Ministry Meeting—9:35 - 10:45 A.M. - “Vocation:  A Call to Serve” presented 
       by Rob & Gen Svitek 
  Choir Practice—9:45 - 10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass 
March 18th The Mass—9:00 A.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room 
March 20th Evening Mass at 7:00 P.M. 
March 21st The Mass—6:30 P.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room 
March 22nd Stations of the Cross—7:00 P.M. 
March 24th Religious Education Classes—9:30 - 10:40 A.M.— Security Guard - “Ed Daquila” 
  Choir Practice—9:45 - 10:45 A.M.; 11:00 A.M. Mass 
March 25th The Mass—9:00 A.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room 
March 27th Evening Mass at 7:00 P.M. 
March 28th The Mass—6:30 P.M. - Christian Mothers’ Room 

On Sunday, March 24th at 2:00 P.M., 
Helping Hands Ministry will be holding 
their very rst “helping through edu-
ca ng” program and they would LOVE to 
have everyone in a endance.  A orney 
Larry Lutz will be presen ng “Be Pre-
pared:  An Advanced Guide to Planning”.  
He will be discussing and answering 

ques ons on Wills, Living Wills, Power of A orney, Guardi-
anship and more.  This VITAL informa on is for EVERYONE 
regardless of where you are in life.   “Be Prepared” is FREE 
to a end and open to the community.  In order to plan 
accordingly, please contact Gina Jones at 724-448-9251 or:  
ginaj1904@gmail.com to register.  Please plan on a ending 
and spread the word to family and friends.  You will not 
want to miss what Larry has to share. 

 

  DONATE TODAY dioceseofgreensburg.org/HOPE 

Diocesan Lenten Appeal 
Diocesan Target - $37,826.00  

Parish Target - $32,174.00 
Combined Target - $70,000.00 

St. Mary, Mother of God Parish Men’s Group Invites YOU!  All men 
of the Parish are encouraged to become a member of the St. Mary, 
Mother of God Men’s Group.  If you have any ques ons, please call 
or email Tim Fogarty at 724-294-0089; tpfogarty618@gmail.com.   
Forms are located at all of the church entrances.  Completed forms 
may be placed in the collec on basket; mailed in; dropped o  at the 
Administra on O ce.   

Our parish will cover your registra on fee but you must            
register by March 22nd by calling the  Administra ve O ce at 

724-295-2281.   

If you want your Christmas wreaths/decora ons, please remove them by March 31st.  If you don’t, the caretaker will re-
move and destroy them.  Thank you for your coopera on.   

Come join us for Theology on Tap on Thurs-
day, March 21st at 7:00 P.M. at the Anchor 
Inn on Freeport Road, Natrona Heights where 
we will explore “Social Media: The New Face 
of Christ.”   Speaker Elisa Esasky will begin the 

evening followed by an open discussion.  Appe zers will be 
provided with dinner and drinks available for purchase. If 
you are interested in a ending, you can  contact Chris at:  
cmwhite929@gmail.com, Natalie at:  kolishn@gmail.com, 
or Gen at:  gennifersvitek@comcast.net with any ques-

ons!  We hope to see you there!  

If you have anything 
you would like to be 
shared on our Parish 

Facebook page such as 
photos from parish 

events, weddings, bap-
sms, ect., please email 

them to the following: 
stmarysocialmedia@ 

yahoo.com 



 MASSES FOR THE 2ND SUNDAY OF LENT    
SATURDAY: March 16th  
  4:00 P.M.    St. Mary Parishioners  
                            
SUNDAY:  March 17th   
  8:30 A.M.  David Robert Shipe (The Policicchio’s)
11:00 A.M.  Ken Hughes (Patty & Family)  
   
MONDAY:   March 18th    
  8:00 A.M.  Baustert Family (Family)  
    
TUESDAY:  March 19th   
  8:00 A.M.  James Ebig (Tom & Cynthia Swisher)  
  
WEDNESDAY: March 20th    
  7:00 P.M.  Jane Thompson (Ron & Peggy Thompson)  
 
THURSDAY: March 21st     
  8:00 A.M.  Marjorie Noroski-Kohlmyer (Deborah Sullivan)  
 
FRIDAY:  March 22nd   
  8:00 A.M.     Bernadette Fearing Kelly  
  (Marilyn & George Winovich) 
  7:00 P.M.  Stations of the Cross     
 

MASSES FOR THE 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT     
 
SATURDAY: March 23rd   
  4:00 P.M.    John & Michael (Wife & Son)  
SUNDAY:  March 24th  
  8:30 A.M.  St. Mary Parishioners  
11:00 A.M.  Nicholas Kartsonas (Friend)   

 
 

Offertory Collection for March 10th, 2019 
No. of Envelopes Mailed Out:  598      
No. of Envelopes Received:  172              

 Collection:  Offertory - $3,588.00 
Electronic Payments (-) - $0.00 

Loose - $281.00; Children - $15.00 
Home Mission Appeal - $761.00 

Ash Wednesday Collection - $1,502.00 

Total Collection - $6,147.00 
THANK YOU!  

Saturday, March 23rd,  2019 
Judy Policicchio and Joanne Colpo 

Thanks to our advertisers who sponsor this bulletin.     
Please support them with your business. 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 

 
“FINDaPARISH.com”  

The Altar Bread and Wine  
were donated for this week  

in loving memory of  
DAVID SHIPE 

By 
Rennick & Marushka Steele 

In acknowledging the Real Presence of Christ,   
The Sanctuary Lamp (Candle) will burn this week in 

                 loving memory of  
     JOHN & MARY LUCOVICH 
                            By 
   Dan & Karen Lucovich & Family 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 23RD & 24TH, 2019 
Altar Servers Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Lector Greeters Organist Cantor 

Saturday - 4:00 P.M.      

Madison & Dawson Gaillot 
Zach Showers 

Deb Showers, Fred Walker 
Sharon Mihalich 

Janice Meola Doug Scholl 
Mary Scholl 

Diane Pleva Stephanie  
Bragiel 

Sunday—8:30 A.M.      

Sam, Jacob, David Kristine 
Madison & Austin Bachar 

John and Betty Lou Nemcek 
Kim Holbein 
 

Lisa Boylan Carol Carson 
Dave Kradel 

Tom Koharchik Tom Koharchik 

Sunday—11:00 A.M.      

Marie Pelliccione 
Michael & William Speers 
Paige Liti; Mason DeMeno 

Marushka Steele 
Mary Scholl 
Alyson Scholl 

Bill Cogley Jenn Liti Dave Wesolosky Choir 

      

 
 
Want to save time, simplify your life and support our parish? 
Why not check out the simple, safe and secure electronic giving 
option with your bank.  Electronic Giving enables you to make 
contributions without having to lift a pen to write a check or 
reach into your wallet for cash and, it really helps us plan and 
meet our budget!  When signing up, please remember to provide 
your envelope number.  Thank you! 



BRIDGET FOGARTY
R E A L T O R ®

Multi-Million Dollar Producer
c 724-448-9645 / o 724-295-4700
bridget.fogarty@century21ahr.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

FREEPORT
BEVERAGE

Your Local Pop/Beer
Distributors

724-295-9200
103 Second Street
Freeport, PA 16229

99 cent
INSTALLATION

Receive a $50 restaurant.com 
Gift Certificate with FREE 

in-home estimate!

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder 
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

Does not include
cost of material.
Expires 3/31/19.

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $50 gift certificate. Visit https://www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete

terms and conditions and https://www.restaurant.com for participating restaurants. Retail
value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holding Inc. Limit one per household.

Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both

cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract.

The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company

in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is

subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/19.

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

510139 St Mary Church

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Redmond Funeral Home Inc.
Traditional, Cremation & Preplanning Services

W. Ryan Redmond Supervisor
524 High St. Freeport    724-295-4500

www.redmondfuneralhomeinc.com
Serving St. Mary’s Families for over 40 years.

ANKLE 
AND FOOT CARE

DR. JOHN A. MARTY & ASSOC.
Medical & Surgical Treatment

of the Foot & Ankle
Kittanning

(724) 543-3668
AnkleAndFootCareOnline.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Lutz & Pawk L.L.P.
Lawrence P. Lutz

Attorney at Law

Butler Sarver
Office Office

285-3400 353-2170

www.Kennihans.com
888.333.1819

Furnace Check
Reg. $125

$87 Special
Consider

Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

A Beautiful New Residence
That You Will Be Proud Of

And A Price You Can Live With
295-4300
723 Rt. 356 

(1/2 Mi. N. of Rt. 28)
www.rosebrookadultliving.com
rosebrok@zoominternet.net

We look forward to
welcoming your child

to join in the fun!!
724-295-3698
Owner: Lisa Isenberg

Beginner thru Advanced
Accepting Registration NOW

✮ ✮ ✮ ✮ ✮ ✮

603 High Street

Freeport

(724) 295-29501-877-551-6760TOLL
FREE

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

WELLNESS CARE • VACCINATIONS • DENTISTRY

LABORATORY • ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY • PHARMACY

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT • BEHAVIORAL COUNSELING

MICROCHIPPING • RETAIL SHOP & MORE

853 Falcon Park Road • Lower Burrell

www.vvapets.com                       724.339.1525
“Better Built Memorials” See Our Large Display

FREEPORT MONUMENTAL WORKS
P. POFI AND SONS

Established 1921
344 Second St. 295-2320

A Versatile, Family Operated Business, Serving the
Pittsburgh Area for Over 30 Years

EXCAVATING • ASPHALT & TAR & CHIP PAVING
UTILITIES • CONCRETE WORK • CONSULTING

SHALE, STONE AND TOPSOIL
www.holbeininc.com • 724.353.2635

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com


